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When I came to office in 2007, clean energy was a niche industry, barely recognizable in our economy.  We had just over 3 megawatts of solar capacity installed in this state. Energy efficiency was a nascent concept. The name Tesla referred to a 19th century physicist and Next Step Living was a company made up of three guys and a van.  

Fast forward just eight short years, and the picture is radically different.  

Today we have more than 650 megawatts of solar power installed – enough to power more than 100,000 Massachusetts homes. And we intend to have 1,600 megawatts by 2020.

For four years in a row, Massachusetts has been No. 1 in the nation for energy efficiency, beating out California and creating billions of dollars in savings for homes and businesses in the state.

Working with the Legislature, we put together a package of Legislation that would transform the Commonwealth and its energy future, refusing to leave it to chance.

We’ve invested in facilities like the marine commerce terminal in New Bedford and the Wind Technology Testing Center in Charlestown to serve as the infrastructure needed to make the Commonwealth a clean energy hub.  

With Cape Wind due to begin construction next year, we are now positioned to bring offshore wind to the United States by tapping the enormous potential sitting just off our shores.

We’ve invested in job training and internship programs to make sure growing companies have access to the talent then need to thrive in Massachusetts.

And, contrary to conventional wisdom that claims clean energy investments are a drag on the economy, employment in this sector is absolutely booming.  There are now 6,000 clean energy firms and 88,000 clean energy workers in Massachusetts.  Earlier this fall, we announced that the sector grew by double-digits in each of the past three years and by 47 percent since 2010.

The Massachusetts clean energy economy is a $10 billion industry and employers remain bullish, predicting sustained growth in coming year.  
My administration has looked to clean energy as an economic catalyst to lift our Commonwealth.  This sustained job growth shows that this strategy is paying off.

One example of that growth is Digital Lumens. The energy efficient lighting technologies developed based in Boston are now used in facilities all over the world. Born in Massachusetts, Digital Lumens is just about to reach 100 employees for the first time. 

Thirteen years ago Tim Healy launched a startup called EnerNOC that developed technology to track and analyze energy use. Today the company is publically-traded and employs hundreds in Massachusetts. 

Job growth like this didn’t happen by accident and it didn’t happen overnight.  It didn’t happen because of one company or one new technology. 

It happened because we in state government, in my Administration and with our partners in the Legislature, decided to put in place bold new initiatives to change the way utilities were incentivized and regulated. We looked to the long term, and chose not to focus only on upfront costs.

It happened because the industry—those of you here in the room today-- banded together and changed the conversation, making consumers question where the electricity was coming from when they flipped the switch, and what changes they could make to control their energy futures. 

It happened because we tall took a risk in going against conventional wisdom.  We believed that making smart and strategic investments in building an industry would create new technologies and high-quality jobs for the long run, while moving us away from volatile ups and downs of fossil fuel prices.

It has been a remarkable eight years. And I am proud to have played a role in driving what I believe will turn out to be a radical shift in our energy future. 

Despite our progress, there is still work to do.  

Climate change is no longer a distant problem for future generations to deal with, something we can just kick down the road to our children and grandchildren.

We’re seeing its effects today in increased heat waves, tornados, ice storms and coastal flooding.  These challenges are real and they must be dealt with today. 

Which is why we’re not only addressing climate change through decreasing our greenhouse gas emissions in the long term, but also working today to build more resilient communities across the Commonwealth.
In January, my administration announced a plan to coordinate climate preparedness and pledged $52 million to support our communities grappling with some of the most severe impacts predicted for Massachusetts.  
As part of this initiative, by the end of my Administration we will have allocated $40 million to protect critical facilities utilizing clean energy in times of disaster, we will have assisted coastal communities in assessing their risk and planning for their future in a way that preserves our historic coastline of Massachusetts, we will have helped local boards of health keep our residents safe and healthy despite new challenges and we will be on our way to building more resilient transportation and energy systems in Massachusetts.
We also face critical challenges in meeting our basic energy needs for the region. In the ISO New England territory there are 8,300 megawatts of existing generation capacity that are slated to retire by 2020, and the race to build a new mix of generation to replace that capacity is on. 

To replicate the successes we’ve seen over the last eight years we need to continue our forward-thinking approach and devise new ways to meet our energy needs in a sustainable way.  That is why I supported a bill this last year to allow the Commonwealth to work with other states to procure large amounts of renewable electricity, sending a signal to the market to fill the gaps being left by the retirement of dirty fossil-fuel powered plants and reducing prices and carbon emissions along the way. And I still support that idea.  That’s why my Administration is working hard now to evaluate scenarios focused on lowering our demand for natural gas before the state starts to invest in new pipeline infrastructure. 

And that’s why I believe that in order to truly reach the scale and level of clean energy deployment we need to tackle these challenges; we need to double-down on our focus on innovation.

And that’s where all of you come in.

The electric grid of today was built for our grandparents, not our grandchildren.  We need to design and develop the grid of the future that allows us to manage energy use in our homes and offices more intelligently.  We need to integrate ever increasing amounts of distributed renewable energy, while keeping the lights on when the sun isn’t shining and the wind isn’t blowing.

That means we need you focusing on energy storage, microgrids and other tools that will change the way consumers think about and use energy.

We need to continue to push for energy efficiency in every home and business, because while we have come a long way we still have only scratched the surface

And we need to continue to drive advances in the materials and technologies that deliver wind and solar power to continue the radical cost reductions we have already begun to see.

The future of cleantech is bright.

I believe that the disruptive technologies we need are right around the corner.    I believe progress will come faster in the next eight years than in the previous eight.  We will see a cell-phone style technology boom in clean energy that accelerates the pace of innovation.  

But that means thinking and working together as a community, and not individual actors. Your community should take risks so we can all share in the environmental and economic rewards.

Thank you and I’m happy to take any questions.

