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· I want to thank everyone who has made this possible.  Thank you to all of our public and private contributors, and all of the dedicated people who helped to get this project moving.

· I know from my own life what an important difference this kind of facility can make for so many people.  As my mother grew older, my family and I confronted the many challenges and questions of what was best for her and her living situation.  And there was a lot of worry about the kind of care she would get, how she would get the medical attention she would need, and also, the opportunities she would have to stay active and engaged in her community.  
· Those are the same challenges and questions that so many families throughout Massachusetts are contending with right now.  Our population of older adults is growing each day.  In the next fifteen years we are expecting an almost 50% increase in the number of people living in Massachusetts over the age of 65.  Almost 400,000 people.  And as that happens, we have to make sure that they and their families are able to address the challenges of finances, and health care and basic independence that are part of this phase of life.   
· So I am happy to be here today, as we initiate a better approach to senior care to Massachusetts.  This center will provide the best we have to offer in senior care, incorporating both innovative ideas and well-established standards in giving older adults the support they need along with the autonomy and active lives they want.  

· Some of those innovative ideas include your commitment to environmental stewardship, where you will be leading the way with cutting-edge green building and alternative energy strategies.  As I understand it, the emissions savings from this facility will be the equivalent of removing over 1,700 cars from our roads each year.  
· But you are also focusing on more fundamental ideas that tend to be overlooked in retirement communities, like facilitating interaction between the seniors living on campus and the young people that will attend school here.  That is a something that will keep the seniors directly connected to the community around them.  And it’s going to be a great benefit to those kids as well.  
· I can tell you, both from growing up in a home with my grandparents, and from living in a community where every adult showed us the stake they saw in us, just how important that is.  That sense of community is absolutely essential to our shared progress, and I am glad to see that it will be happening right here.

· I thank all of you who have put in the dedicated effort to bring this project to fruition.  Hebrew SeniorLife has spent the last century helping meet the needs of our seniors and giving them new opportunities.  I look forward to working with all of you in continuing that work.
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