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· I’m glad to join you all on this special occasion.
· This is a deserving honor.  Dr. Hinton was someone who had to struggle against many burdens of circumstance to write the story of his life and his success.  As the son of former slaves, he had to overcome not only the racial barriers of his age, but tremendous economic obstacles to achieve his dreams – to be one of the first black students at Harvard Medical School, and later, that institution’s first black professor.    

· Working against that tide, Dr. Hinton was instrumental in developing insight into the treatment and prevention of disease, as well as training and educating others that went on to bring comfort and care to many.

· His story is one of the great American stories that we tell so often, though not often enough, and I am glad to remember it today.  But I also want to note how Dr. Hinton did more than just make his own way against the odds.  He also worked to ensure that the doors he had fought to open remained open for those generations that would follow him.  
· Dr. Hinton founded one of the first schools for laboratory medical techniques and ensured that opportunities at the school were available to students without the financial resources – well before the student loan industry even existed, Dr. Hinton was working to open opportunities.  For decades, his estate has been providing scholarships to graduate students.

· And it is for that work that his legacy has lasted, and why we honor him today.  Let that be a reminder of the standards we should hold ourselves to, and what we must work towards together in our time.  I’m glad to be with all of you today.  
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