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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas  Thousands of Massachusetts residents have proudly served in the United States military and the Massachusetts National Guard in combat zones in Iraq, Afghanistan and other parts of the world; and 

W

hereas These brave citizens will face normal challenges readjusting from the stress of combat to their civilian lives; and 
W

Hereas Family members of military personnel in combat areas experience emotional challenges coping with a loved-one in danger; and 

W

hereas The federal government and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts are committed to providing care for our veterans and their families, we recognized that some families will not utilize these resources; and 
W

hereas The Special commission relative to the Hidden Wounds of War on Massachusetts Service Members on January 6th, 2009 report recommended utilizing existing community resources that can assist returning combat veterans and their families deal with readjustment issues; and 

W

hereas Today we recognize all volunteer organizations that are dedicated to helping the men and women who have served our country, especially Strategic Outreach to Families of All Reservists and Give an Hour, and encourage more Massachusetts health care professionals to consider volunteering their services in support of veterans and their families,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim January 15th, 2009 to be,
Massachusetts Supports Veterans & Their Families Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this fifteenth day of January, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.
               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
