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Good evening, I’m Governor Patrick.  I’m sorry I can’t be with you all tonight but I wanted to send a special thanks and congratulations to my friend, David Begelfer. 

Over the past month, our strength of community has been on display for the world and, most of all, for each other.  On Marathon Monday and the days afterwards, we saw our citizens run toward danger and toward each other, rather than away.  The AJC does that every day, of course, running toward conflict and division to help us see our stake in each other’s dreams and struggles as well as our own.
	
David, you are a rare blend of visionary and pragmatist. You turn compassion into action.  AJC is fortunate to have you as a partner and a friend. I know I am.  

So congratulations, David, on this well-deserved honor. And to all my friends at AJC, thanks for all the great good you do.  Have a wonderful evening.  

