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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Reverend John Russell and his dissenting Puritan congregation of Connecticut settled Hadley in 1659 as an agricultural community on the east bank of the Connecticut River; and 
W

hereas Hadley was incorporated in 1661; and  
W

hereas According to legend, during King Philip’s War, the town was saved from destruction when, William Goffe, one of the English judges who sentenced King Charles I to death and later fled to New England when the English monarchy was restored in 1660,  warned of the danger, and led the town in fending off the assault and disappeared shortly afterward.  Since then, he has been referred to as the “Angel of Hadley” for his efforts in saving the town; and 
W

hereas Since its establishment, Hadley has been a leader in agriculture. After the Revolution, broomcorn became its dominant crop, and the town became the nation’s broom manufacturing capital. By the 1840s, tobacco replaced broomcorn and by 1920, Hadley had become the asparagus capital of the world; and 
W

hereas Throughout our history, the men and women of Hadley have answered the call of duty and served in our armed forces; and

W

hereas We congratulate the Town of Hadley and its citizens upon the 350th  anniversary of its incorporation and extend greetings as they gather to celebrate this important milestone in their history, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim June 14th, 2009, to be
Hadley Day   
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of June, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
