Governor Patrick INVESTS IN Central Massachusetts TO BUILD A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
From day one, Governor Patrick has focused on strengthening communities by investing in people, providing the services that help them help themselves and creating the jobs that will help us all bridge to a better tomorrow. The Governor is committed to building a better, stronger Commonwealth brick-by-brick, neighborhood-by-neighborhood and is investing in the city and residents of Central Massachusetts in the following ways:
· Improving our Infrastructure.  Through the Accelerated Bridge Program and with the help of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Governor Patrick is putting people to work fixing our broken roads and bridges, which have suffered from decades of neglect, and building the projects that promise to provide lasting economic benefits.

· In late 2009 the Patrick-Murray Administration celebrated the completion of the $346 million reconstruction of Route 146 from I-290 in Worcester to Route 122A in Worcester and Millbury. The reconstruction of four miles of Route 146 covered 13 years of construction and 10 major construction contracts awarded by the former MassHighway totaling approximately $300 million, along with the $46.5 million former Massachusetts Turnpike Authority project to build the new I-90 interchange Exit 10A.  

· The Commonwealth will purchase the property rights of the Boston to Worcester rail line from CSXT, increasing the potential for additional commuter service while also taking control of dispatching and maintenance on the line. Through the development of this agreement, the MBTA has already been able to add five Framingham-Boston commuter trains to Worcester on CSX Transportation’s Boston line.
· $39.8 million ARRA-funded commuter rail project will reinstall 8 miles of double track in the communities of Ayer, Littleton, Boxboro and Acton, reconstruct eight at-grade crossings, replace Littleton Station platforms with new high level platforms, and add one new universal interlocking. This project will improve on-time performance and increase reliability.  
· $7.5 million for improvements to the Canal District Street District in Worcester, including road resurfacing, new and wider sidewalks and pedestrian crossings, and bicycle racks.
 

· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools on the South Coast and across the Commonwealth; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education. 
· MassCEC funded a regional training center for energy efficiency skills training at Quinsigamond Community College, one of seven community colleges throughout the state. This is part of MassGreen, the energy efficiency skills initiative funded with $1.875 million from the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative.Quinsigamond is also the host site for a Pathways Out of Poverty Initiative grant focused on developing skills in weatherization for under/unemployed Worcester residents, and in solar photovoltaic for unemployed electricians. 
· MassCEC funded mock-up solar PV and Thermal roofs for energy efficiency training at Worcester Technical High School

· MassCEC funded Blackstone Valley Technical High School for professional and curriculum development in weatherization, solar photovoltaic and solar thermal for vocational school instructor network. Blackstoen has hosted several free, 15-hour workshops in soalr PV and thermal for vo-tech instructors across the state. 

· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for communities on the South Coast and communities across the Commonwealth to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services. Protecting local aid means there will be less pressure at the municipal level to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.

· Job Training: The Governor has invested funds in job training and support services to equip local workers with the skills they need to compete in a 21st Century economy.
· $2.4 million in federal recovery funds to make immediate investments in job training and support services at One-Stop Career Centers for dislocated workers, low-income youths and adults in the North Central Workforce Investment Area (WIA). In the past six months 4,537 customers have been served at the North Central Career Centers.

· Since 2007, the Patrick-Murray Administration has made $2.8 million in grants awards available through the Workforce Training Fund to the North Central WIA to provide skill development programs to 3,259 individuals.
· Energy and the Environment:  Governor Patrick has invested funds in projects that will reduce water pollution statewide, as well as parks and recreation projects that will enhance the Commonwealth’s natural habitats. 
· DCR has won $46 million in federal funding for tree surveying, replanting efforts in the Worcester area associated with the Asian longhorned beetle infestation.  The funds are to hire 20 additional employees dedicated to replanting and monitoring the pests. To date, about 20,000 trees have been taken down. In January 2010, DCR received $41.5 million in emergency federal funding to increase tree surveys, expand treatments to reduce the beetle population and ensure the timely removal of infested trees.
· (deleted Marlborough project – EPA has pulled its permit and fate unknown at this time) 


