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Thank you all for being here. 

Today, I am proud to nominate State Representative Peter J. Koutoujian, of Waltham, to be the next Sheriff of Middlesex County. 
We need sheriffs who will work to improve public safety, speak out for victims’ rights, fight for equal justice, and be proud, prudent stewards of our courthouses and correctional facilities. It’s a tough job, but Peter Koutoujian is up to it. Representative Koutoujian is a model public servant and he will be a model sheriff of Middlesex County. 

As Sheriff, Representative Koutoujian will rely on his rich knowledge of our criminal justice system and proven passion for public safety issues in this new role. As a lawmaker, a former assistant district attorney, and a longtime community advocate, Representative Koutoujian has the tough spirit and on-the-ground experience that makes a great sheriff. 
Peter brings years of experience as an Assistant District Attorney for Middlesex County and as a practicing attorney in his own right. During his service as Assistant District Attorney from 1991-1995, Koutoujian handled important criminal cases in the county's 12 district courts and the Supreme Judicial Court. He has experience in nearly every dimension of our legal system: as a prosecutor, a former school lecturer at the Massachusetts School of Law, and as a lawmaker. Representative Koutoujian serves on the board of REACH Beyond Domestic Violence and is a pro-bono attorney for the Victim’s Rights Law Center. He knows our criminal justice system inside and out, and I am sure he is up to the task of protecting the citizens of Middlesex County. 
And this background will serve him well as he deals with a fundamental challenge facing our system of criminal justice. Not only do we need to ensure that those who need to stay in the correctional system remain there but we must also make sure that those who are ready to leave, are, indeed prepared to leave and re-enter society. The sheriff plays an important role in this process as the chief correctional officer at the county level. I trust that Peter will help us in this mission. 

Peter will also bring to the task the management skills, know-how, and, leadership of an experienced legislator and advocate. As a state representative serving 40,000 constituents in the 10th Middlesex District, Peter has played a role in some of our most important criminal justice reforms. He was an important voice in codifying the victim’s bill of rights and he worked to put juries in courtrooms when sexually dangerous defendants were being tried. He played a pivotal role in improving security at our courthouses and worked to strengthen harassment laws. In the House of Representatives, he is a member of the Committee on Public Safety and the Committee on Criminal Justice. 
I’m appointing Peter after a careful search for the best-qualified candidate. The sheriff supervises thousands of individuals in correctional facilities, courthouses, and offices across the 54 cities and towns of the county. Sheriff Koutoujian faces many challenges. But I know he is ready. 
 Now, Representative Koutoujian has important shoes to fill. And as proud as I am to make this appointment, I deeply wish that circumstances had been different. We were all shocked and saddened by the untimely passing of Sheriff DiPaola. And his thirty years of public service work will be remembered as a monument to safety and justice in our Commonwealth. He had a unique approach to the job that engaged the public in their own security and brought the work of his office into the community. He was more than a leader in Middlesex County, he was an institution. 

Keeping our citizens safe is our simplest, most important charge. It commands our utmost diligence and our brightest leaders. In Representative Koutoujian we have, as they say, the right stuff, and we are all excited to see him flourish in this new responsibility and proud to see him become Sheriff. 
