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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Cervical cancer is a form of cancer that starts in the cervix and is often caused by Human Papillomavirus (HPV); and 
W

hereas Approximately 12,000 women are diagnosed with cervical cancer each year in the United States and cervical cancer is most often detected in women over thirty years of age; and 
W

hereas Hispanic women suffer from the highest cervical cancer rates in the country, while the rates of death are highest in the African American community; and 
W

hereas Massachusetts offers free cervical cancer screenings to those eligible through the Department of Public Health’s Care Coordination Program, representatives of which can be reached at 1-877-414-4447; and 
W

hereas Immunization against the infection of HPV can prevent future cases of cervical cancer.   The Commonwealth urges all parents and their health care providers to observe federal recommendations and ensure their children receive timely vaccinations against HPV; and 
W

hereas The Commonwealth recognizes the importance of raising awareness of regular screenings in order to improve early detection and reduce rates of cervical cancer, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim January 2014, to be, 
Cervical Cancer Awareness Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this seventh day of January, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-seventh








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth  
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
