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 Good evening, I’m Governor Patrick.  I want to thank Jr. Tech for the work that they do to encourage girls to pursue careers in the fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics.  I wish I could be there to say so personally.

 STEM skills play an integral part in everything from our schools and not-for-profit organizations to large and small businesses alike.  So, the hands-on learning experience you are receiving in this program is a strong foundation for your own future and the Commonwealth.

 In Massachusetts, education is our calling card.  We have over 300 colleges, universities and research institutions across the Commonwealth.  Education is our most significant resource – and you are all a part of that.

So, we’ve worked hard to invest in education, indeed in your futures, because in order to compete in a global economy, we have to continue to grow jobs by inspiring many of our students, like you all, to pursue majors and careers in the STEM fields.

Sustaining and widening Massachusetts’ leadership in STEM is in not only our collective economic self-interest, but also our generational responsibility to provide the best possible opportunities to stimulate the minds and broaden the potential of 
the next generation.

 	I want to encourage all of you to work hard, ask questions, be an active participant in your education.  And pursue your dreams for college, too.  As governor and as the father ofdaughters, I see women’s equality and continued integration into the STEM industry as essential for continued economic growth and development in the Commonwealth.  This program is a great opportunity for you to discover and cultivate your appreciation for 
the sciences, and pique your interest in the kinds of careers the STEM industry offers.  Make the most of it. 
	
 	Have a wonderful summit.
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