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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Rabies is a deadly disease that can affect all species of mammals, including humans; and 
W

hereas Raccoon rabies has spread to all cities and towns in Massachusetts and bat rabies continues to be a problem throughout the Commonwealth; and
W

hereas Thousands of adults and children are treated each year in Massachusetts for bites and scratches by dogs; and
W

Hereas The incidence of rabies in domestic animals and the potential for human exposure to the disease are greatly reduced by increased public awareness about rabies and promoting education about its prevention; and
W

hereas Vaccinating all cats, dogs, and other domestic pets susceptible to the disease is vital to controlling the spread of rabies and reducing the potential for human exposure; and
W

hereas Veterinarians play a vital role in vaccinating domestic pets, diagnosing and testing potentially rabid animals, and increasing public awareness about rabies and its prevention; and
W

hereas It is important for all Massachusetts citizens to recognize the threat rabies poses to themselves and their pets, become familiar with ways they can prevent exposure to this disease, and recognize the key role veterinarians play in rabies control,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim May 2008, to be,
Rabies Awareness Month 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-second day of April, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth  
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
