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Thank you, Mary, for that warm introduction and for your wonderful work at the South Africa Partners.  I am so pleased to be here with you all tonight to celebrate the amazing, inspirational life of Nelson Mandela. 

He is in my thoughts and prayers tonight; I know a shared sentiment with everyone here, and many, many more people around the world.  

Nelson Mandela famously wrote: 

 “No one is born hating another person because of the color of his skin, or his background, or his religion.  People must learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for love comes more naturally to the human heart than its opposite.” 

What Mandela governed and lived by was conviction, by his ideals and by the hope that love always triumphs over hate.   And Nelson Mandela knows that hope is a tangible thing.  That believing and fighting for your beliefs, not only mattered, by could change the world.  

Even while he was imprisoned, when most people have completely given up on any sort of hope, and the idea of hope may have seemed misplaced throughout South Africa, and in so many places fighting injustice around the world, Nelson Mandela continued leading and fighting every day for his convictions.   Despite his circumstances, his spirit could never be imprisoned.  Ultimately, that’s the most important lesson that the world learned through his message.  

He taught us that we must find common humanity in one another.  That choice, is one that is always available to us.  

This message of hope, through hardship or tragedy, and about coming together as one community, is especially pertinent considering the block we occupy tonight.   

On April 15, hope may have been in short supply in this neighborhood.  Many people, including myself, felt shock, confusion and anger. 

 	The horrific events of that day brought such tragedy and devastation -- the deaths of three innocents from the blasts and of an MIT police officer five days later; the brutal and in some cases profound injury of hundreds of others; the shock to us all.  The senselessness of it all, even now, is hard to absorb.

And yet in some ways Marathon Monday and the days following brought out the best in our community:  the EMTs, volunteers and bystanders who rushed to aid and comfort the victims; the medical professionals who made the world’s best care better and lost not one patient who made it to hospital; the law enforcement teams -- federal, state and local -- and the National Guard, who committed to resolving this crime and doing so collaboratively.

The everyday people who, in their own private ways, showed repeated acts of kindness, compassion and courage. 

Out of the dust of tragedy, the spirit of community emerged.  It might just have been our finest hour because we showed the world -- and each other -- that nothing can defeat that spirit. 

During that tumultuous week in Boston, I didn’t have to govern through power or through fear.  I governed, I hope, through a sense of shared community and common cause.

That I believe, is in the spirit that Nelson Mandela taught us.  That hope endures when we chose love over hate. That we must confront crimes of hatred and intolerance with truth and love. 

Now, as we close out on International Mandela Day, a day to inspire all of us to embrace the humanitarian spirit that embodied President Mandela, let’s not think of his principles as something that should guide us on day a year.  Let’s work every day to pass it on to the next generation.  Thank you for having me.  
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