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Good morning and thank you.  Nine years ago today, six firefighters in Worcester left their homes, their families, and their friends behind to answer a call that they simply could not ignore.  It was the call of service, of community.  These six would never return home.  In the line of duty, these honorable and courageous firefighters made the ultimate sacrifice.  Their memory remains with us everyday, a reminder of the character of the men and women who choose to fight fires and serve our public good so that the rest of us are safe.  The Worcester Cold Warehouse Storage fire left an indelible mark on Massachusetts, and we pause today to remember and honor those brave firefighters.


All of us here know that firefighters are there for our communities, ready to spring into action at the sound of a bell, the smell of smoke, or the desperate cry of help.  They are there at 3 in the morning, they are there in the cold of winter and the heat of summer, and we are grateful.  Sometimes, we don’t take the time to say it enough to the people who serve in our fire departments.  And sometimes we don’t say it enough to the families behind those people as well, the families who know that firefighters are just “doing their job”, but that they are also doing much more than a job.  Every time they leave, there is the chance that today is the day that it becomes much more than just a job, the day that changes lives forever.  So let me say it, on behalf of people all over our Commonwealth, thank you for your work.  We appreciate and value you and your families, and we admire your bravery, your sacrifice, and your selflessness.  Thank you.

On days like today, we celebrate the heroism of firefighters and celebrate their accomplishments.  Too frequently, we think that it is simply a question of putting out fires.  But firefighters are really our first line of rescuers, racing against time, elements, and unfathomable pressure to keep other people alive.  Firefighters throw off that cloak of self-protection, that sense of self-preservation that grips so many of us so that they may rescue a stranger from the grip of death, danger, and injury.  That, ladies and gentlemen, is heroism.  It is humbling to be here with you today, to acknowledge your contributions to the betterment of our collective society.  Keep up the good work, and God bless.  Thank you.  
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