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Sam, first I want to thank you for the warm introduction.  And second, I hope you noticed that when Diane said that in the first year you went public at $4 billion, there was an audible gasp full of envy, I want to say.  Diane, thank you for your leadership.  To John and Akil, thank you for extraordinary leadership of MassChallenge.  It’s just unbelievable.  Give them a hand please.


Although, I do want to point out because I know the Mayor was paying attention to this, the backdrop, did you notice during the film, had a kind of “Manhattan-esque” quality about it?  Akil would not have made that mistake.  John would have made the mistake.   So next time, let’s see some more Boston in the backdrop.


Mr. Mayor, thank you for your leadership and helping us all create this climate here in Boston and indeed around Massachusetts for entrepreneurship and start-ups.  


There was a young man I met in the elevator on the way up who described this as the fun floor.  Joe Fallon who has made this space available as a gesture of both generosity and also his understanding in our common and collective future.  And we thank you for that leadership.


This is where it’s happening.  All this talent in this room.  All these opportunity that have been made through the first two years of MassChallenge.  And that will be made in next year’s launch.  All these ideas harnessing all this talent and tradition of invention and entrepreneurship here in the Commonwealth, the venture capital community, the talent community around universities and institutions.  
I hope you will see also in us, and Secretary Bialecki and our team in state government and the Mayor’s team, a commitment at the government level to make as clear and easy a runway for you to get up and running and stay in business and keep your business, we hope, here in the Commonwealth.

You are our future.  I know you hear that all the time from folks like me, but you need to believe it.  The growth we have had in the last 5 years or so, has come from 47th in the nation for job creation in 2006 to 5th in America today.  And that has come because of the level of entrepreneurship happening here in the Commonwealth.  This innovation economy is real.  And more to the point it’s tomorrow.  It’s where the whole world is headed.  So why not lead?  

I’m honored to be with you and proud of you.  Keep it up.
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