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Hello, I’m Governor Patrick. 



I want to take this opportunity to thank my good friend and colleague Mayor Tom Menino for his many years of partnership to create a stronger and healthier city where our residents, families and businesses can thrive. 



One of the unique things about Mayor Menino’s approach to public health is that he understands just how interconnected the different issues we face are, and that health is a public good and everybody deserves access to it.

I can’t think of greater example of this than the work we’ve done together over the past 7 years to try and break the cycle of violence that affects too many of our communities.
The Mayor understands that to truly prevent violence, a range of partners need to be brought to the table and that we must honestly and openly discuss the delicate issues that are at the core of why violence happens in our neighborhoods. And he understands that violence devastates not just families, but whole communities.  It takes residents working with law enforcement, human service providers, the health care community and other neighborhood partners to break the cycle and give our young people the opportunities they need and deserve. 
That’s the kind of successful model that Mayor Menino has implemented in Boston, and we looked to his leadership when we rolled out a similar strategy statewide.

The Mayor has always made sure that government has a positive impact on the lives of individuals.  He deserves a lot of recognition for making Boston a healthier city, and for being a great example to cities and towns across the Commonwealth.
So Tom, thank you for your leadership and your friendship. Boston is stronger, safer and healthier because of what you do.  
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