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Thank you, Chairpersons Creem and O’Flaherty and members of the Committee.  This proposal is an important piece of the comprehensive criminal justice reform package that I proposed earlier this year. 
Addressing youth and urban violence is priority for the Commonwealth.  I think all of us understand the gravity of the situation.  In 2007, a 14-year old named Steven Odom was shot and killed coming home from playing with friends.  A few days later, an 18 year old, believed to be the person who had shot and killed Steven, was himself shot and killed in Mattapan.  And in that case by a 19 year old.  These stories are repeated too often around the Commonwealth.  It's not unique to any one community and it's not unique to any one city.  We are losing too many children to gun and gang related violence.  The life of any young person is not expendable.  We have to act and we have to act together.  

I have to acknowledge that there is a lot of good happening in our communities right now.  Through our partnership with the legislature, we created the Safe and Successful Youth Initiative and continue to fund Shannon Grants and the summer jobs program.  Outside the State House, local law enforcement, community organizations, youth workers and faith leaders are working to help us carry out our mission.  But we need to do more and we need to do it together.  
“An Act To Provide Law Enforcement with Tools To Prevent Youth Violence” is a step in that direction.  This legislation gives law enforcement the tools they need to stop the most dangerous, violent criminals and take high-impact, illegal weapon-holders out of our communities.  It will stipulate three new gun-related crimes – assault and battery with a firearm, assault with a firearm, and a “felon in possession law” parallel to federal law – with serious criminal consequences.  Working with law enforcement officials, we will modernize our efforts to pursue, disrupt and prosecute organized criminal groups by expanding the definition of organized crime to include street gangs and drug trafficking networks.  As criminals become more advanced and organized, law enforcement must adapt as well.  And this legislation will help achieve that goal.
This legislation is part of a broader package to make communities safer and to give youth an alternative to violence and gangs.  No government, no single government official, no law enforcement official, no individual faith leader or community of faith leaders or not-for-profit can do this alone, but together we can.  There is more work to do.  
Peace in urban communities is achievable.  We must stop children from killing children.  We must put an end to the sadness and the fear.  We must hold ourselves accountable for the safety of our children and our communities.   

With this in mind, I respectfully ask the committee to report favorably on “An Act To Provide Law Enforcement with Tools To Prevent Youth Violence.”  I’d like to thank the committee, the advocates, the families and members of my Administration for their hard work on this issue.  Thank you for your commitment to ending violence in our communities.
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