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I want to thank all of you for being here.  I’m happy to announce today the awarding of $2.4 million in grants – $1.4 million from the Massachusetts Opportunity Relocation and Expansion Jobs Capital Program, or MORE Program, and $1 million from the Department of Transportation – to fund a highway interchange that will help support 100 new jobs at Wyeth, and spur overall economic expansion in this area.  
I want to thank our teams at the offices of Economic Development and Transportation, everyone over at Wyeth, as well as all the local and state officials and community members that have been involved in this process.  I know this has been a long process, and I thank all of you for your diligence, your patience, and your commitment not just to doing this, but to doing it right.  We are happy to be working with you to make this happen.
The highway expansion and the access it creates will result not only in good jobs at good wages at one of the Commonwealth’s largest biotech firms, but robust new economic activity to Andover and the surrounding areas, and the continued to expansion of  our rapidly growing life sciences industry.  And we are also unlocking the significant economic potential of this region, creating the long-term possibilities for up to 11,000 new jobs over time.  
That is an excellent example of what we can accomplish by partnering with businesses and investing in our communities.  We are seeing the dividends paid by understanding and integrating community and economic development needs into our transportation policy – something that is going to be central to our plans going forward.  And we are capitalizing on the broad strengths of our life sciences industry.

There is no place in the world that has a more impressive constellation of life sciences talent than here in Massachusetts.  We lead the nation in per capita NIH funding, biomedical venture capital investment, and life science PhDs.  Because of the success of companies like Wyeth, nearly 1 out of 7 jobs in Massachusetts is in the life sciences sector. 
Our 10 year $1 billion Massachusetts Life Science Initiative builds upon the strengths to expand on our global leadership.  We are right now hard at work with the legislature on that initiative.   We have developed a plan that will create a robust innovation infrastructure in every region of the Commonwealth, serving as a pipeline to guide ideas to cures, from inspiration to commercialization.
We are seeing first hand today what is possible for the life sciences in Massachusetts.  The opportunities to add jobs and growth are substantial.  But the possibility of losing those jobs to our competitor states and nations is high.  We cannot afford to rest on our laurels.  With swift passage of our Life Science Initiative legislation, we can begin to execute our long-term vision.

I am glad to be here.  We know that this is just a start.  I look forward to watching your growth, and seeing this community grow.  Thank you very much. 
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