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· I want to thank you all for inviting me today, and congratulate everyone who has been a part of bringing this project to life.  I want to thank you all for your hard work – and your tremendous patience.  To Chief Justice Mulligan, [all of our state and local officials], to the builders and trades people that contributed to the construction, and the members of the Plymouth community, I’m glad to be with you to mark this occasion.
· John Adams once argued cases in the Plymouth Courts and we have a long list in this state of judicial and legal history makers. James Otis and John Adams, to John Quincy Adams who stepped up to defend the Amistad passengers and helped win them their freedom.  Renowned legal scholars like Oliver Wendell Holmes, Louis Brandeis, on up through Justice Margot Botsford, who I was proud to appoint to the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court earlier this week.  In a number of cases, Massachusetts has been the place where America advanced its pursuit to bring equality, opportunity and fair play to every citizen.  
· And today we welcome this court to that legacy.  I know this facility has been a long time coming, and has taken considerable effort and input from all sectors of the community.  But it looks to have been well worth it.

· In addition to establishing a beautiful new building, you have made strides in modernizing the court system.  By bringing together in this facility all five court departments in Plymouth, you are taking the important step of allowing them to share and therefore save resources.  

· You’ve helped to make the courts more accessible to our citizens, showing them, even if only in subtle or small ways, that the justice system is there to serve them and their interests.  

· This is a blueprint for successful projects across the Commonwealth as we move forward, an important boost for the Plymouth, and a deserved commitment to the interests of our citizens. I’m glad to be here with all of you.
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