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Thank you for inviting me to be part of this special day.  Thank you to the Krafts, to my friend Bob Hickey, to the members of the Patriots past and present that are here, and to Martin MacDonald and Bass Pro Shops.  I want you to know how much we appreciate your partnerships.
The Bass Pro Shops around the country are destination spots for outdoor enthusiasts of all sorts, and we are proud to add Foxboro to that list.  I was reading that there are states who list a Bass Pro Shop as their number one tourist attraction.  That’s great news for our state and our citizens, not to mention Bass Pro Shops and the Kraft Group.  Fishing and outdoor sports have a long tradition here, and we look forward to welcoming an anticipated 3 million sportsmen and sportswomen from across the region to the first of these stores in New England.

I am also proud that, along with the business and job growth you will bring to this area, Bass Pro Shops and the Kraft Group operate in a spirit of genuine concern for wildlife conservation.  Our natural resources are a wonderful gift.  We know we have to work to make sure that future generations can benefit from those gifts too.
Thank you for helping to build the economic future of the Commonwealth.  Now I’d like to introduce a friend of mine who knows a thing or two about great news for our state and our citizens, Mr. Bob Kraft.  
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