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Good evening and thank you for being here tonight.  This is your 10th anniversary annual meeting.  Congratulations.  In today’s uncertain times, it is nice to be with people who can still celebrate accomplishments and take the time to reflect on the value of patience, hard work and perseverance.  And you know, that is what conservation requires.  You don’t conserve on a whim.  You don’t protect today’s treasures for tomorrow’s children in a split second.  The work you do, to conserve and protect our green spaces in the Boston area and around the Commonwealth, is remarkably important because it symbolizes the importance of seeing beyond our immediate desires and wishes and instead making a down payment of optimism on the future joys and discoveries to be had in these parks.  


We know that we are in tough times.  But we also know that it is imperative that we don’t retreat and hunker down, hoping to ride out this downturn.  You can’t conserve land from a bunker.  You can’t protect our open spaces from a bunker.  You can’t market Massachusetts as a natural home for green jobs and clean energy and technology from a bunker.  Instead, we keep governing and we keep going.  
And let’s be honest: a world class city like Boston needs a world class park system.  People need the freedom and exhilaration that comes from the forest floor in Franklin Park.  They need an escape from the sidewalk and the chance to trade in the sounds of traffic for a bird’s song.  Look at the remarkable things going on in our parks system today.  In August, I signed the Environmental Bond Bill authorizing $1.7 billion over the next 5 years, the largest Environmental Bond Bill in the Commonwealth’s history.  These funds will provide capital to help protect open spaces, improve water and air quality, repair and maintain our parks, and increase energy efficiency.  

This Conservancy, working with the Student Conservation Association, sent out the inaugural Summer Youth Green Team this past summer.  I know the members are here tonight and I know that plans are to expand this exciting program.  Thank you for your work.  And I know you just expanded the number of Maintenance Collaborative Work crews from one to two.  This creative program helps not just our parks, but also a segment of our population that is getting ready to rejoin society.  If we can provide them with skills and training that will ease their transition while simultaneously benefiting our communities, then I say all the better.  Your programs are reaching into different sectors of our communities and helping to bring disparate groups together in common purpose. 
I know also that the design of the first phase of the Muddy River Restoration Project, an area I know Governor Dukakis frequents in Brookline, is nearing completion.  That type of project, where federal, state, and local governments have the determination and, frankly, the courage to find compromises and common ground is exactly what times like ours recommend.  

Ultimately, and I’m not whistling past the graveyard here, I think that we have a real opening.  We have a chance to seize the opportunity of scarcity and find ways to move forward.  I know it won’t be easy, and I know it won’t always be fun.  But I encourage you to fund your work and your passion with more than money.  Fund it with imagination, perseverance and the bonds of community because that’s what we do in times like these.  We lean on each other to pull ourselves up and pull ourselves through challenging times.  I am so grateful for the work you do, and so proud of the results we’re seeing every day.  Keep it up.  Thank you for having me.  
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