Massachusetts State Historical Records Advisory Board
(MHRAB)
Date: 

2010-07-14
Time:

1:30 pm

Location:
Massachusetts Archives

In Attendance:  Jack Warner (State Coordinator), Elizabeth Bouvier, Lori Foley, Joan Krizack, Diane LeBlanc, Veronica Martzahl (Secretary), Megan Sniffin-Marinoff, Gregor Trinkaus-Randall, Shawn Williams

Absent: Kaari Tari
Call to Order and Approval of Previous Minutes
Jack Warner called the group to order. The group voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the 2009-02-19 meeting.

Discussion of Changes to the Open Meeting Law
Shawn Williams and Jack led a discussion of recent changes that have occurred regarding the Open Meeting Law. The group remained divided as to whether or not the law applies to the MHRAB, however they agreed that Shawn will contact the new Division of Open Government for clarification of our status. There were also questions regarding the mechanics of posting meeting notices. In the interim, Veronica Martzahl, secretary, has agreed to review the requirements for the minutes and make sure that the minutes comply with the new law.
Action Item: Shawn will obtain clarification on whether or not the SHRAB is subject to the Open Meeting Law. Additionally, he will clarify posting requirements for meeting notices, especially in regards to web posting.

MHRAB Poster for SAA
A Massachusetts Archives employee took several pictures of the group at work for inclusion on the MHRAB poster for the upcoming Society of American Archivists (SAA) conference in Washington D.C. Tom Blazej is working to complete this poster. Veronica handed out a flyer from SAA and the Council of State Archives (CoSA) describing the poster requirements.
Review of Grant Applications
• The group reviewed NHPRC Proposal Number RD-10061, and provided feedback

to the State Coordinator. Megan Sniffin-Marinoff and Lori Foley recused themselves from discussion of this grant. The State Coordinator was charged with compiling the feedback and conveying it to NHPRC.

• The group reviewed NHPRC Proposal Number RB-50143, and provided feedback
   to the State Coordinator. The State Coordinator was charged with compiling the

   feedback and conveying it to NHPRC.

Action Item: The group will complete their comments and send them to Jack as soon as possible, but not later than July 30, 2010, for compilation and submission to the NHPRC.

Action Item: Jack will seek clarification from the NHPRC regarding issues of international vs. national significance of grants. 

Discussion of Possible Future Grant Applications
Jack passed out a Letter of Intent from a Newton group regarding a possible upcoming grant application. Gregor Trinkaus-Randall also mentioned a possible resubmission of the Peabody-Essex grant that the group reviewed last year.
SNAP Grant
Jack confirmed that the MHRAB has been awarded the full $20,000 State and National Partnership Project grant (SNAP). The group discussed the start date for the grant and agreed that July 1, 2010 would be the appropriate date. Jack will convey this decision to Dan Stokes at NHPRC and will take the necessary steps to set up the accounts with the Commonwealth. 

Action Item: Jack will report the starting date for the funding to Dan Stokes and take action to set up appropriate accounts with the Commonwealth. 

Facilitator for Strategic Planning
The immediate action item from the SNAP grant is the selection of a facilitator to assist the group is revising the Strategic Plan. Main points of discussion included the creation of a job description and the mechanism for posting this description. The group was unclear as to whether or not the job needed to be posted through the Commonwealth’s program COMMPass. 
Action Item: Jack will determine whether or not the MHRAB needs to use COMMPass. 

Action Item: Group members will send Veronica examples of facilitator job descriptions by Wednesday, July 21, 2010. Veronica will compile a draft job description for the group to review by Friday, July 23, 2010. 

Documents Distributed at the Meeting:

· Minutes of the 2010-02-19

· SHRAB Poster description from SAA/CoSA

· Letter of Intent from Newton group

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 3:40 pm.

Minutes Status

Approved by unanimous consent on 2010-10-25.
