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Good morning.  I’d like to welcome you all to the State House.  This is your house – and I am delighted that you are  here.  

I’d want to thank the Attorney General for her warm welcome and for her exceptional leadership on so many issues.  I’ll talk a minute about the human trafficking legislation, her leadership on the Victim and Witness Assistance Board, I appreciate it.  And I think we all do.

In that same spirit, I’d like to recognize Janet Fine for her exceptional leadership.  
To all of the District Attorneys and the legislators and officials, thank you all for being here today to bear witness to our service in the interest of supporting victims and survivors. 
 And to all the victims, survivors, and family members here today – you are the strongest people in our Commonwealth.  Welcome to the State House and thank you for your testimony, for your work, for your leadership, and for your insistence on pushing us forward.  Your strength, your resilience and advocacy.
We have worked to strengthen the existing Victim Bill of Rights to better ensure all victims receive the appropriate support and assistance that they need.  Through our historic anti-bullying legislation in 2010, we brought in new strategies and supports to prevent bullying and help youth who are affected by it.  
Working with Lt. Governor Murray and the Council to Address Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence, we strengthened protections for survivors of domestic and sexual violence and harassment.  Just last fall, we passed legislation to greater protect victims of human trafficking and prostitution – again, something the Attorney General showed special leadership on.  Thank you for that.  And through our transgender equal rights bill we expanded protections from discrimination and hate crimes for transgender individuals as well. 
I thank the members of the legislature, the Attorney General and all of you for pushing us and helping us get the issues right. 
We have accomplished a great deal, but there is always more to do.  More that can be done.  Issues like domestic abuse and bullying will never be solved by legislation alone.  That’s why the work of the Massachusetts Office of Victims Assistance is essential.  
MOVA is critical to our Commonwealth and to our common effort to make our Commonwealth a place where victims feel safe, supported and heard.   Each of us has a stake in that.
So I want to thank you all for your commitment to doing this good work.  In recognition of victims, their families and advocates from across the Commonwealth, I am proud to proclaim the month of April “Crime Victims’ Rights Month” and present this proclamation to our own extraordinary Janet Fine.
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