
 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
RECREATIONAL BOATING IS FUN AND ENJOYABLE, AND WE ARE FORTUNATE THAT WE HAVE SUFFICIENT 

RESOURCES TO ACCOMMODATE THE WIDE VARIETY OF PLEASURE BOATING DEMANDS. HOWEVER, OUR 

WATERWAYS CAN BECOME CROWDED AT TIMES AND BE A PLACE OF CHAOS AND CONFUSION. WHILE 

BEING A MARVELOUS SOURCE OF RECREATION, BOATING, TO THE UNPREPARED, CAN BE A RISKY SPORT. 
NOT KNOWING OR OBEYING THE NAVIGATION RULES OR THE NAUTICAL “RULES OF THE ROAD,” 
DRINKING ALCOHOL OR TAKING DRUGS WHILE OPERATING A BOAT, OR CHOOSING NOT TO WEAR YOUR 

LIFE JACKET WHEN DOING SO IS CLEARLY NOT THE SMART THING TO DO, ARE ALL EXAMPLES OF HUMAN 

ERROR OR A LACK OF PROPER JUDGMENT. ONE PARTICULAR BEHAVIOR THAT CAN REDUCE THE NUMBER 

OF BOATERS WHO LOSE THEIR LIVES BY DROWNING EACH YEAR BY APPROXIMATELY 80% IS THE 

WEARING OF A LIFE JACKET. IT IS A SIMPLE TASK THAT HAS THE POTENTIAL TO REDUCE TERRIBLE LOSS 

IN LIVES. 
 
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS ARE IMPORTANT IN REDUCING HUMAN ERROR AND IMPROVING JUDGMENT. IF 

PEOPLE ARE AWARE OF THE RISK, THEY ARE LIKELY TO TAKE THE PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES TO 

PROTECT THEMSELVES AND THEIR FRIENDS AND FAMILY. THAT IS WHY WE MUST CONTINUE TO SPREAD 

THE MESSAGES OF BOATING SAFETY NOT ONLY DURING NATIONAL SAFE BOATING WEEK BUT ALSO 

THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE YEAR. 
 



 

 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
A PROCLAMATION 

HIS EXCELLENCY GOVERNOR DEVAL L. PATRICK 
 
WHEREAS, ON AVERAGE, 700 PEOPLE DIE EACH YEAR IN BOATING-RELATED ACCIDENTS IN THE U.S.; 
APPROXIMATELY 70% OF THESE ARE FATALITIES CAUSED BY DROWNING; AND 
 
WHEREAS, THE VAST MAJORITY OF THESE ACCIDENTS ARE CAUSED BY HUMAN ERROR OR POOR 

JUDGMENT AND NOT BY THE BOAT, EQUIPMENT, OR ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS; AND 
 
WHEREAS, A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF BOATERS WHO LOSE THEIR LIVES BY DROWNING EACH YEAR 

WOULD BE ALIVE TODAY HAD THEY WORN THEIR LIFE JACKETS; AND 
 
WHEREAS, TODAY'S LIFE JACKETS ARE MORE COMFORTABLE, MORE ATTRACTIVE, AND MORE WEARABLE 

THAN STYLES OF YEARS PAST AND DESERVE A FRESH LOOK BY TODAY’S BOATING PUBLIC. 
 
THEREFORE, I GOVERNOR DEVAL PATRICK DO HEREBY SUPPORT THE GOALS OF THE NORTH 

AMERICAN SAFE BOATING CAMPAIGN AND PROCLAIM MAY 19-25, 2012, AS NATIONAL SAFE BOATING 

WEEK AND THE START OF THE YEAR-ROUND EFFORT TO PROMOTE SAFE BOATING. 
 
IN WITNESS THEREOF, WE URGE ALL THOSE WHO BOAT TO “WEAR IT MASSACHUSETTS!” AND 

PRACTICE SAFE BOATING HABITS. 
 

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this 21st day of May, in the year two thousand and 
twelve, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-
sixth. 
 
By His Excellency                  

Deval L. Patrick                      
Governor of the Commonwealth   

William Francis Galvin              
Secretary of the Commonwealth  
  

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

 


