PATRICK-MURRAY ADMINISTRATION’S FY11 BUDGET RECOMMENDATION
The Patrick-Murray Administration’s fiscal year 2010 budget proposal keeps Massachusetts moving forward towards a better economy and a brighter future.  It reflects their core belief that, even in a global economic downturn, our values demand that we invest in the people and the needs of the Commonwealth.  The Patrick-Murray Administration’s budget maintains an unprecedented commitment to education, health care and cities and towns as cornerstones of economic prosperity for the Commonwealth. 

· Strong, Steady and Responsible Fiscal Leadership. Reflects a commitment to preserving investments our residents need now more than ever and seeks out reforms and efficiencies to save taxpayer money and improve government performance.  This budget demonstrates a balanced approach to solving the budget shortfall including cuts, revenues and one-time resources. 
· Commitment to Investing in a Stronger Commonwealth. Continues investments in education, health care reform, local services and communities, and develops creative and responsible budget solutions to pull us out of the economic downturn quickly and position us for growth and opportunity in the months and years ahead. 
· Reforms and Efficiencies. Tackles reforms that will save taxpayers money and improve government performance.  Among these measures are pension and public safety reforms, centralized energy purchasing through the clean energy center and human resources modernization. 

Governor Patrick has demonstrated true fiscal leadership in the face of extraordinary fiscal challenges.  He has had to make many difficult decisions that have required great sacrifice.  Funding for state programs and services have been cut while demand for those programs and services has increased.  Even in the midst of these challenges, the administration effectively utilized a combination of reductions, federal stimulus dollars, one-time sources and revenue to deliver a balanced, on-time budget.  
· Budget Reductions. Overall reductions make up 25 percent of the total solution to the $2.7 billion gap.  Some of these reductions will be offset by contributions from our Quasi Public and Independent Agencies.  Reductions have been made in such a way as to spread the pain as broadly as possible. 

· Federal Stimulus Dollars.  The Commonwealth has received approximately $1.3 billion total in enhanced FMAP funding.  This reflects the Governor’s ongoing advocacy and anticipated success in helping to secure the six-month extension of enhanced FMAP as part of pending federal legislation.  

· Reforms.  Demonstrating his responsible fiscal leadership, the Governor has not only taken measures to ensure our quick economic recovery, but he has also enacted many reforms that will ensure our long-term economic stability.  These reforms include pension reform, community supervision programs, capital gains revenue budgeting and increased municipal partnership tools among others. 
