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Thank you, Macey for that warm welcome.  And thank you to the Trial Court Honor Guard and to Ms. Caldwell and Mr. Bibbins for the lovely rendition of “God Bless America.”
Welcome and thank you all for being here today to celebrate these extraordinary public servants.

I would like to extend a special welcome to U.S. Attorney Carmen Ortiz and to all members of the judiciary and the court administration.
Thank you to the Governor’s Councilors present and to all other elected officials here today.
Welcome to all my brothers and sisters at the Bar, and to all of you who have gathered here this afternoon to celebrate and honor these fine Superior Court judges.  

Most importantly, congratulations and a very special welcome to the families of these new judges.  You deserve much of the credit for their success, and we all know they would not be here today without your love and support.  I always treasure the view I have from here of the faces of the judges’ families, who know you so well and who look on with a wonderful mixture of pride and surprise.  Welcome to all of you, and thank you.
This afternoon, I have the distinct pleasure of administering the ceremonial oath of office to five fine judges now serving on the Superior Court.  As many of you know, I take these judicial appointments very seriously and work hard with the help of my staff, the Judicial Nominating Commission, the Joint Bar Committee and the Governor’s Council to be sure we get this right.  One of the most important constitutional duties I have as Governor is to nominate judges to serve in the many courthouses of this Commonwealth.  I am well aware that they will hold these important positions long after my time as Governor has passed.
Before I administer the oaths, I would like us all to pause for just a few minutes in this beautiful space named so appropriately the John Adams Courthouse, to reflect on our sense of community and our commitment to the rule of law.  Both of those have were tested here in Boston in April. 
The horrific events of Marathon Monday brought such tragedy and devastation - the deaths of three innocents from the blasts and of an MIT police officer five days later; the brutal and in some cases profound injury of hundreds of others; the shock to us all.  The senselessness of it all, even now, is hard to absorb.

And yet in some ways Marathon Monday and the days following brought out the best in our community:  the EMTs, volunteers and bystanders who rushed to aid and comfort the victims; the medical professionals who made the world’s best care better and lost not one patient who made it to hospital; the law enforcement team -- federal, state and local -- and the National Guard who committed to resolving this crime and doing so collaboratively.

Community, in this same sense, is what John Adams wrote about in the famous preamble to our Commonwealth’s constitution:

“The body politic is formed by a voluntary association of individuals,” he wrote.  “[I]t is a social compact, by which the whole people covenants with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole people, that all shall be governed by certain laws for the common good.”
The common good.  The Commonwealth.  Community.  Out of the dust of tragedy, the spirit of community emerged.  It might just have been our finest hour because we showed the world -- and each other -- that nothing can defeat that spirit.  

Events like the marathon bombings also test our commitment to the rule of law.  After all, Adams did not posit that anything goes if done for the common good.  He wrote that we agree to be “governed by certain laws for the common good.”

None of us will ever forget the extraordinary events that transpired in Watertown on Thursday night and Friday, just a few days after the explosion.  A shoot-out, explosives, one suspect down and the other in flight.  The suspect in flight, referred to in the media as “White Hat,” considered armed and extremely dangerous.  Door to door searches and some difficult decisions to suspend T service and to ask residents in many communities and the City of Boston to “shelter in place.”  And all this with a great deal of tension and uncertainty, AND very little sleep. 

I asked people to help us help them stay safe.  And by and large, and to great effect, they did.  I didn’t have to order anybody to do anything and I didn’t have to govern through fear.  I governed, I hope, through a sense of shared community and common cause. 


When Dzhokhar Tsarnaev (“White Hat”) was found in the boat that Friday evening, hundreds of heavily-armed police officers rushed to the immediate area.  Monitoring the scene from the command post, I could tell that everyone’s adrenaline was pumping, maybe most especially the officers on the immediate scene.  One state trooper described it vividly to me afterwards when he said that “any one of us would gladly have put a bullet into White Hat”, and yet, he said, “when ordered to hold their fire, we did.”  And when White Hat was apprehended, and the EMTs placed him on a gurney and wheeled him past those throngs of armed and agitated police, that same state trooper told me that not one officer showed the least lack of restraint.  Everybody respected the rules.  The rule of law.  And there is a special strength in that.


Someone someday, once we have some perspective on it all, will write the story of the Marathon bombings – what lessons we learned, what we knew or should have known in advance, and what difference it should, could or might have made.  For now, I just want to say that I’m glad for the professionalism and restraint of law enforcement; I’m glad Tsarnaev, an American citizen accused of a horrible crime, is being tried in an American court before an Article III judge; and I’m glad that our sense of community made it unnecessary to order anybody to help us help them.  Indeed, I’m more than glad.  I’m proud because in many ways the system worked and we showed the world (and ourselves) what civilization looks like.


And now let’s turn to these newest judges serving on the Superior Court, who, by their willingness to serve, demonstrate their keen understanding and appreciation of our sense of community and the importance of the rule of law.  The work of a Superior Court judge is extraordinarily and vitally important to our system of justice.  Our most serious criminal cases and our most complex civil matters seek resolution in the Superior Court, often presenting difficult fact patterns, high profile issues, deeply personal matters and novel legal questions.  Despite the volume and complexity of the work, each and every litigant deserves to be treated with respect and to be heard, and I emphasize heard, by judges who listen, and who are knowledgeable, fair and fully engaged.  We are blessed in this Commonwealth with many talented lawyers with excellent trial skills, but I look for something more.  I look for individuals with the temperament, dedication and compassion to be the best they can be for each and every litigant, on each and every case, from now until the day they retire.  Those of you who know these two individuals will agree that we got it right on these appointments.  The Superior Court and the people of the Commonwealth will be well served by them for many years to come.
Heidi E. Brieger 

Heidi had over 25 years of legal experience prior to her appointment to the Superior Court last summer.  She began her legal career in 1986 as a law clerk to the Honorable Andrew A. Caffrey, then Chief Judge of the United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts.  Heidi then spent five years as an associate and junior partner in the litigation department at Hale and Dorr (now WilmerHale).  She joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Boston in 1992 and prosecuted cases there for 20 years, including five years as the Chief of the Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force Unit.  Heidi is a graduate of Smith College, Claremont Graduate School and Boston College Law School. 
With confidence and sincere appreciation for her service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Heidi E. Brieger as Associate Justice of the Superior Court.
OATH

(

I, Heidi E. Brieger, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.

I, Heidi E. Brieger, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of the Superior Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.
I, Heidi E. Brieger, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States. 
(
Shannon Frison

I had the distinct honor of first appointing Shannon to the bench in 2009 as an Associate Justice of the Boston Municipal Court, Roxbury Division.  She had served previously as an officer and a lawyer in the U.S. Marine Corps, where she handled both criminal and civil litigation on assignments in Hawaii and North Carolina.  Shannon also worked in Boston as a senior litigation associate at Dwyer and Collora and as a sole practitioner specializing in criminal defense, employment litigation, and military justice cases.  She graduated from Harvard College and Georgetown University Law Center. 

With confidence and sincere appreciation for her service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Shannon Frison as Associate Justice of the Superior Court.
OATH

(

I, Shannon Frison, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.

I, Shannon Frison, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of Superior Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.

I, Shannon Frison, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States.

( 

Robert B. Gordon


Bob began his career at Ropes & Gray, LLP in 1987 as an associate and later a partner in the Litigation Group and the Labor and Employment Groups.  There he represented employers in a wide variety of litigation matters.  He also had an active practice advising business clients on non-competition and trade secret protection strategies and related disputes.  Prior to joining the firm, Bob served as a law clerk for the Honorable Bruce M. Selya at the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit.  He is a graduate of Wesleyan University and University of Michigan Law School.  

With confidence and sincere appreciation for his service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Robert B. Gordon as Associate Justice of the Superior Court.

OATH

(

I, Robert B. Gordon, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.


I, Robert B. Gordon, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of Superior Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.


I, Robert B. Gordon, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States.

(
James F. Lang


At the time of his recent appointment, Jim was serving as the Chief of the Criminal Division of the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Massachusetts.  Immediately after graduating from law school, he worked as a law clerk to Associate Justice of the SJC Paul Liacos.  He then served as an Assistant District Attorney in Norfolk County for seven years.  Jim joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office in 1993 as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the Major Crimes Unit and became the Chief of the Major Crimes Unit in 2002.  Jim is a graduate of Cornell University and Boston University School of Law. 

With confidence and sincere appreciation for his service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to James F. Lang as Associate Justice of the Superior Court.

OATH

(

I, James F. Lang, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.


I, James F. Lang, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of Superior Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.


I, James F. Lang, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States.

(
Robert L. Ullmann


Prior to his recent appointment, Bob was a partner at Nutter, McClennen & Fish, LLP in Boston for 18 years, handling criminal litigation and complex civil matters.  His legal career began in 1981 with a clerkship at the New Jersey Supreme Court.  After two years in private practice in New York City and two years in the Civil Division of the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York, Bob joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Boston in 1987.  There he served as Chief of the Criminal Division and as First Assistant U.S. Attorney.  He is a graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Law School. 

With confidence and sincere appreciation for his service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Robert L. Ullmann as Associate Justice of the Superior Court.

OATH

(

I, Robert L. Ullmann, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.


I, Robert L. Ullmann, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of Superior Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.


I, Robert L. Ullmann, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States.

(
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