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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Ocular Inflammatory Disease or Uveitis affects more than 280,000 people and is the cause of 30,000 new cases of blindness in the United States and includes chronic symptoms such as eye redness, irritation, pain, blurred vision, light sensitivity and floating spots; and 
W

hereas Destructive inflammatory diseases of the eye such as Uveitis are the third leading cause of preventable blindness in developed countries and when untreated or misdiagnosed can lead to permanent scarring and blindness; and 
W

hereas  The mean age of onset for Ocular Inflammatory Disease is 31 years of age, though 10% of cases can occur in children under the age of 16; and 
W

hereas  The treatment and prognosis of Ocular Inflammatory Disease, including Uveitis, requires early intervention and accurate diagnosis; and 
W

hereas With new treatment methods, including chemotherapy, an estimated 80% of blindness due to Uveitis can potentially be reverse or prevented; and 
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to minimize the devastating effects of Ocular Inflammatory Disease among all Massachusetts citizens,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim September 2008 to be,
Ocular Inflammatory Disease Awareness Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, second day of September, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
