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Thank you, Karen for that warm welcome.  Good morning and welcome to the State House.  This is your house.  You are welcome here on Student Government, as well as any other day.  

Thank you for getting involved in your government.  It is tremendously important that you are here right now, because what we do in this building affects you and your future.  Right now more than ever.  

In January, I proposed a budget that was about improving your future, your brothers and sisters’ future, as well as your children’s future.  It was about growing jobs and opportunity in every corner of the Commonwealth in order to fulfill our generational responsibility. 

You are this Commonwealth’s greatest resource and I am here today to let you know that I will continue to fight for you.  You deserve an affordable higher education and the tools to be ready to enter the workforce.  There are still too many people in this Commonwealth still looking for work, and we need to change that. 

The House and Senate leaders proposed a transportation plan earlier this week that will raise taxes and fees everywhere to fix the problems at the T, but ignores most of the rest of the state – and more importantly, does not invest in education.

Brainpower is our signature economic edge, and failing to invest in that in Massachusetts would be like Texas failing to support the oil industry or Iowa their corn farmers.  Indeed, failing to invest in education would practically mean choosing which 4-year old, which high school student applying to college, and which of the almost 227,000 people looking for work should wait until the time is just right for us to act. 

I cannot support a bill that asks everyone to pay more, but does nothing to improve this Commonwealth for residents outside of Boston.  

This proposal short-changes our students, parents and business owners who care about the readiness of our young people for the workplace.

Middle class families in Massachusetts have kids who cannot afford the college education they need to move themselves forward.  My proposal helps them.  The House bill doesn't. 

A long-term solution to our transportation and our education challenges is not easy.  I get that.  I have asked for a lot and that has made a lot of my friends in Legislature and many in the public uncomfortable.  I get that, too.  I still believe we are in the midst of the process of finding a solution, not at the end of it.  But I cannot support another effort to kick the can down the road, and I won’t.

What we do here today, and what we must do every day, is about fulfilling our generational responsibility – that old-fashioned idea that each of us in our time must do something to leave things better for those who come behind.  We need this generation more than ever to work together for our future.

I need your help. I need you to engage. Engage with the members of the legislature, many of whose best leaders are here today, and I thank them for being here. 

Engage with the members of the legislature who are nervous and uncomfortable about a so-called tax vote. Remember and remind them that taxes are the price of civilization. These are not careless questions, they are not idle or lightly-taken asks. This is a big deal. And so engage respectfully. There are going to be people who are deeply concerned that this vote may jeopardize their reelection.  That is the political reality in the lives of an awful lot of good people who work in this building. Don’t belittle that – engage.

When they are worried about that, tell them you’ll show up at election time and help them. We want to stand by the people who stand with us. We want to reward political courage. And we want a kind of political behavior which says we’re not just about accumulating political capital, we’re willing to spend it when it’s time to do the right thing.  Thank you again for being here today and keep up the good work. 
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