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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

· Award recipients

· Martin Callaghan

· William Dowd

· James Grasso

· Secretary Bump

· Electeds
· Guild members and leadership

To Father Sullivan, Fred Laskey, Gary Sullivan, Eileen Norton and so many others who are associated with the Guild – thank you for representing your cause and your constituents with grace and effectiveness.

I’m thrilled to be here to celebrate an award named after a man who was a champion in our communities being given to a woman who is a champion for your cause.  
Father Boyle was a tireless advocate for social justice; his name carries with it profound weight and responsibility.  And Suzanne Bump is worthy of an award in his name.  At the highest levels of our administration she has advocated for working families.  Suzanne, I join the Guild, your friends and your family in congratulating you on this well-earned achievement.
As you are all aware, we are in the midst of an economy the likes of which no one has seen since the 1930s.  And now as then, the pain of a recession is felt most directly by working people.
And the need for social justice is just as exposed today as it was then.  
That’s why we have included fair labor standards in the state’s economic development initiatives.
That’s what our Card Check bill was about, and why we sent a letter in support of the Employee Free Choice Act to Congress.
That’s why, when the Hyatt tried to usher its employees out the back door, we came and banged on the front.  
And ultimately that is why you and your cause will always have a place at my table, a voice in my administration, and a champion by your side.  

Congratulations again to tonight’s award recipients.  Thank you.
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