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· It is my privilege to be here with a true American heroine, Ms. Lily Ledbetter, and a hero of mine, Ms. Vicki Kennedy.  I’m also glad to see so many friends from the Legislature, all of whom share my commitment to the working people of this Commonwealth, starting with the lead sponsors, Rep. Kahn and Senator Jehlen.
· I’m particularly glad to see everyone here advocating for an issue of particular personal importance, not just to me, but to my friend Ted Kennedy.

· As Senator Kennedy explained when he introduced the Healthy Families Act in Congress: “I have paid sick leave.  The President has paid sick leave.  And you should, too.”
· See, we’ve heard the financial arguments for paid sick days.  We’ve heard the public health arguments for paid sick days.  They are important.  But let’s also remember the moral arguments for paid sick days.

· I do not mean this to a slight to my friends in small businesses across the Commonwealth.  Indeed, many of the same legislators – and I hope some of you advocates! – with us this morning are helping push for the Small Business Jobs relief package we filed in February.  But I’ve always believed that economic growth must go hand in hand with economic justice.

· Last century, our forefathers and foremothers fought for and won the 5-day workweek, the 8-hour workday and overtime pay.  It’s time to add the Paid Sick Day to that list in this new Century.

· To my friends and colleagues in the Legislature who are with us today: I look forward to getting a good bill to my desk.  Thank you all so much.
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