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This is good news. This is really important news. Because high-speed broadband is the gateway to the 21st Century world. 

Whether it’s economic or educational opportunity, or civic access, access to government, the ways that we capture -- or can capture -- a whole host of efficiencies, ways to simplify our lives and get access to information. And yet 220,000 households across the Commonwealth, and some 25,000 or more businesses, have very little – in many, many cases have no access at all – to high-speed internet. 
Here in Goshen, as I understand it, there’s a hot spot – are we standing in the hot spot right now? Yes. And so those of you who want access to the internet bring your laptops down and park here in the garage, right?

So we proposed, and the Legislature has created, a $40 million Massachusetts Broadband Incentive Fund. Its objective is to complement, not to substitute for private investment, but to complement private investment, to spur private investment, much like the Verizon investments that Senator Rosenberg just referred to, very much like the way that phone and electricity service was expanded around the country in our grandparent’s generation. This is very much in that spirit.
And we believe that with this plan and with these resources, we can expand high-speed internet access to every community in this Commonwealth within three years, that’s very, very, very good news. 

So I want to thank the Legislature, all of the Legislature. The leadership, the Senate President and the Speaker of the House, the western delegation in particular, who have some I think special sensitivity around these issues, on account of you. And knowing that being able to pull up to a hot spot next to the Goshen library is charming at some level, but really not adequate, really not adequate if you are going to be a part of our mainstream economy and educational opportunities, if you’re going to take advantage of the richness of information and exposure that this whole new broadband tool offers to people all around the globe.

So let’s make the most of this. We’re going to be working with you and with private investors all across the Commonwealth to get this done, and we have the Legislature to thank for supporting this initiative and making the resources available, and my team – [Secretary] O’Connoll and his team, Commissioner Gillette is around here somewhere, where are you… you know you should step forward, ‘cause here’s the face of implementation, right here, Sharon Gillette. 
And working very closely with the Massachusetts Tech Collaborative, and you’ll hear from Mich Adams in just a minute, let’s make this work, and work for everybody. Thank you all for being here today, I appreciate it very much.

