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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is committed to ensuring the safety and security of all those living in and visiting our state; and
W

hereas  It is fitting and appropriate to acknowledge the contributions of the Shriners of North America and to commend them for their continued support of and care for young burn victims as well as their yearly sponsorship of National Burn Awareness Week; and
W

hereas Massachusetts is home to two Shriners Children’s Hospitals, which provide advanced medical care completely free of charge to severely burned and sick children; and
W

hereas Scald burns from hot liquids continue to be the leading cause of burn injuries in the Commonwealth; and
W

hereas According to the Massachusetts Burn Injury Reporting System (M-BIRS), 39 of the reported 358 burns in 2006 were caused by gasoline; and
W

hereas One-third of these gasoline burn victims were between the ages of 15 and 24 and this age group is three times more likely to be burned by gasoline than any other age group in the Commonwealth; and
W

hereas This year’s theme, “Preventing Gasoline Burns,” effectively serves to remind us of the simple actions we can take to stay safe from burns all year round,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim February 3rd – 9th, 2008, to be
Burn Awareness Week  
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of February, in the year two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth    
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
