PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, for three decades, MARION  BROWN was one of the most accomplished and influential jazz saxophonists, composers and performers of his generation, and


WHEREAS, for three decades, MARION BROWN made major contributions to America’s classical music, jazz, as an instrumentalist, composer, band leader and performer, and


WHEREAS, for three decades, MARION BROWN collaborated with such jazz greats as John Coltrane and Massachusetts natives drummer Roy Haynes and pianist Chick Corea, to make major contributions to the advancement of jazz music, and


WHEREAS, for three decades, MARION BROWN served as a roving ambassador for jazz, and the jazz communities of Northampton, MA and the Pioneer Valley, by recording and performing his music throughout the United States, Europe and Japan, and


WHEREAS, for three decades, MARION BROWN was a renowned educator in jazz studies at numerous colleges, including Amherst College and Brandeis University, and mentored dozens of young musicians who later went on to have successful careers as jazz artists and educators, and


WHEREAS, nearly two years after his untimely death at the age of 79, the Northampton Jazz Festival 2012 wishes to honor MARION BROWN’S myriad accomplishments as an instrumentalist, composer, performer, educator, mentor and jazz ambassador,                                                                  
I, His Excellency Deval Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim Saturday, September 15, 2012, to be MARION BROWN JAZZ APPRECIATION DAY.
