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I am pleased to sign this Compact today and I thank the Legislature for approving it.  This compact reflects the respect we have for the Mashpee Wampanoag, the excitement we share for the economic development of the tribe and region, and the commitment of the Tribe to their neighbors in south-east Massachusetts.  What I sign today is the result of a positive and collaborative relationship.

This is a fair deal for the Commonwealth and for the Tribe.  I am proud of the good-faith negotiations and the outcome.  It respects the inherent rights of the Tribe while adhering to the principles set forth in the Expanded Gaming Act.  Now we turn our attention to the federal government and final approval of the Compact and the Tribe’s land in trust application.


I look forward to working together with the Tribe to advocate for the application’s approval.


I thank the Chairman and the Vice Chairman for his leadership.  I welcome you and your members to the State House today.  Chairman Cromwell. 
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