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· This is very important and very timely legislation.  With the rising costs of energy and the continued concerns over global climate change, it is clear that the world is making a transition from fossil fuels to clean energy.  And while many are looking on this as a reason to panic, we see it as an opportunity to both serve our environmental needs, and welcome a growing industry.  If we get this right, the whole world will be our customer. 

· On Beacon Hill, Speaker DiMasi was among the first to see the opportunities we have to welcome this growing sector, and I want to thank him for all the work he has done on that point. 

· Secretary Bowles and I have been working closely with him, on the comprehensive energy legislation he introduced last year.  Alongside Chairman Dempsey, Senate President Murray and Chairman Morrissey, we hope to bring this bill to completion and sign it into law very soon. {NOTE: POSSIBLE ANNOUNCEMENT OF DATE CERTAIN FOR ENERGY BILL}. 

· The bill being filed today will give Massachusetts the next piece of the clean energy puzzle.  The result will be jobs, economic development, and global leadership in energy technologies for generations to come.  And we are already seeing some of the job creation potential of this industry.

· Evergreen Solar, which announced their first full-scale U.S. manufacturing plant here in 2007 recently announced their second expansion in Devens.  That will bring their Massachusetts employment to 1,000 people by the end of next year – tripling its workforce in just three years. 
· We also see it in Massachusetts becoming host to one of just two Wind Technology Testing Centers in the country.  This Department of Energy-approved facility, which will be located in Charlestown, will make Massachusetts a hub of research and development in wind power, which by the way is the fastest growing power source in the world. 
· Or just last week, when the Canadian company Brookfield Renewable Power chose to locate its new US headquarters in Marlborough, creating 100 new, good jobs.
· This is a sector on the move, and the Clean Energy Technology Center will help us make Massachusetts a world leader in its growth.  This bill will give us a mechanism to leverage our natural advantages in academic research, technology entrepreneurship, and workforce skills to accelerate growth in the clean energy industry. 

· The Center will support research and development, entrepreneurship, and workforce development in cooperation with our already-leading clean energy companies, our state college and universities, and our vocational-technical schools. 

· The result will be new technologies, new companies, and a workforce ready to make our clean energy future a reality.  Those will be jobs that cover the entire economic spectrum – not just for researchers and designers, but also manufacturing workers, maintenance technicians, or construction workers trained in green building techniques. 

· The age of fossil fuels is passing.  With the help of my colleagues in the Legislature, Massachusetts can lead the way in the age of clean energy.  I’m glad to be here with them today to celebrate this step forward.

· Thank you.
