EVENT BRIEF:
Commonwealth Corps End of Service Year Event
Date:


Wednesday, May 26, 2010
Time:

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM
Location:
Fenway Park, Boston MA
DLP Staff:
Alex Richman, Cynthia Orellana
Prepared by:
Cynthia Orellana, 617-725-4036; 857-928-4863 Cynthia.Orellana@state.ma.us
Press Staff:


Purpose:

The purpose of your participation in this event is to commend Commonwealth Corps members as they reach the end of their service year 2009-2010. Approximately 220 Corps members and program heads/staff from across the Commonwealth will come together for this day of recognition and service. 
Event Background:
Executive Director of the Red Sox Foundation, Meg Vaillancourt, serves on the Commonwealth Corps Commission and has (for the second year) donated the State Street Pavilion at Fenway Park as the venue for this event. 

Commonwealth Corps members are in the process of completing their year of service. Some of them will continue through the summer while others have already finished.
At a time when the effects of the economic downturn were hitting Massachusetts’ most vulnerable residents the hardest, Commonwealth Corps members played an important role in supplementing the critical services that Corps organizations provide.
Your remarks will recognize their work and the ethic of service with which they serve their communities. 
(Later in the day, some Corps members will continue that services at the Greater Boston Food Bank.)
Policy Background:

Commonwealth Corps was the first piece of legislation that YOU filed after coming into office. 

The legislation created an organization that provides Massachusetts residents with the opportunity to serve their communities through volunteer work for a year of their life, in a full-time, part-time or flex-time capacity. 

Corps members are placed in nonprofit organizations and public entities throughout Massachusetts. YOU established a new paradigm for large-scale, locally-managed service projects.

As a result Massachusetts leads the nation by renewing civic vitality while at the same time focusing volunteer resources to problem-solve.

Commonwealth Corps Mission: to draw together people of all ages and backgrounds to help meet human need and rebuild communities across Massachusetts. By mentoring, staffing after school programs or shelters, helping to clean up parks and neighborhoods, members could help transform communities and inspire others to take action to promote the common good. 

In it’s first year:

- Over 280 Commonwealth Corps members served ranging from ages 18 to 82
- Members served in 36 local community and regional organizations spanning across the Commonwealth
- Over 123,000 residents of the community served
- 8,081 community volunteers mobilized and trained by Corps members

In it’s second year:
Over 240 members are actively serving with 33 non-profit organizations throughout the Commonwealth.  
· At their mid-year point, Corps members provided nearly 70,000 hours of service, generated 4,134 additional community volunteers, who provided more than 63,000 hours of service

· Provided a direct benefit to more than 78,000 people.  

Corps members are filling a host of unmet needs – mentoring in communities; tutoring in schools; delivering critical health information and spearheading neighborhood revitalization efforts. 
Funding History
· Commonwealth Corps was originally funded as a two year program.

· In fiscal year 2008, Commonwealth Corps was allocated $3 million.

· In fiscal year 2009, Commonwealth Corps was allocated $2.5 million.
· In fiscal year 2010, Commonwealth Corps was ZERO funded.

· Now coming into 2011, YOUR budget included $750,000 for Commonwealth Corps. 

· The House Budget provided ZERO funding.

· The Senate Budget also provided ZERO funding. 

· Senator Tolman has filed an amendment to allocate YOUR requested amount.   
Local issues:
Press Plan:

This event is open press. 
Audience/Expected Attendance:
Commonwealth Corps Members

Commonwealth Corps sponsor organizations

Commonwealth Corps Commissioners

MA Service Alliance

Over 40 students from Commonwealth Corps LEADS Program in Fall River. (Corps members have spent the year mentoring and teaching these students.)
Talking Points:

A copy of your talking points is attached hereto at Tab __. 
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Commonwealth Corps Commissioners in attendance:

Maureen Curley and David Roach, Co-Chairs

Judith Butler

Lucas Guerra

Waleska Lugo-DeJesus

Tim Sullivan

Meg Vaillancourt (Provided the space for the event)

Commissioners Absent:

Ron Ancrum

Mary Jane Powell

Madhue Shridar

Mayor Lisa Wong
Legislators:

(both unconfirmed)

Representative Gloria Fox 

Senator Tolman
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