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Bonjour à tous (Good morning to all).  Je suis ravi d'être ici ce matin (I am delighted to be here this morning).  Merci pour l'accueil chaleureux et l'hospitalité incroyable que tout le monde a montré notre délégation sur cette importante vogage (Thank you for the warm welcome and the incredible hospitality that everyone has shown our delegation on this important mission.)  
Thank you to Mouvement des entreprises de France (MEDEF) International & Paris Chamber of Commerce for putting on this event and thank you for all that you do to promote and build a healthy and strong relationship between France and the United States.
Represented here today are leaders in state and local government, industry, financial services and education to discuss how better to collaborate to strengthen and grow the Massachusetts and French innovation economies.  At the outset, I want to offer a few words about our growth strategy in Massachusetts and how France can play an important role in it.

Though we differ in population size, official language, geographic location and climate, Massachusetts and France are more alike than not.  The ties that bind us come from our reliance on our most valuable natural resource – our high concentration of brainpower.  

Massachusetts and France are growing the sectors that rely on this brainpower and a well-educated work force – biotech, life sciences, financial services, clean tech, IT, academia.  Our innovation economies are alive and thriving.  In Massachusetts, we host some of the most important life sciences firms in the world, and this year Massachusetts achieved a clean sweep – all ten of the world’s top ten biopharma companies now have a presence in Massachusetts.  In France, you also host many leading life sciences companies, including several that have chosen to expand in Massachusetts over the past six years, such as Sanofi, the company that now owns Genzyme.  Because of the complementary nature of our two economies, industries, and vision for the future, the potential to further a Massachusetts-French partnership is great.  
In Massachusetts, our vision for the future is built on our growth strategy – a series of targeted investments in education, in innovation, and in infrastructure.  

We invest in education to make sure our students are prepared for the jobs and the society of tomorrow.  Our world class institutions make Massachusetts a natural hotspot for global learning and innovation.  We invest in innovation to grow new ideas and stay on the cutting edge of growth industries like biotech and life sciences, clean tech, IT and financial services.  And we invest in infrastructure, what I refer to as the unglamorous work of governing, roads, rails, and bridges, broadband access, to strengthen the foundation on which everything rests.  That is our strategy.  It is very simple.  And it’s working.
Massachusetts has climbed out of recession faster than most other states and is growing faster than the national growth rate.  Not only have we regained the jobs we lost during the recession, we’ve added even more jobs than promised.  And today, employment is at the highest level in nearly 25 years.  Just one example – in our clean energy sector, has had double digit growth two years in a row.  We now have more than 5,500 clean energy companies employing nearly 80,000 workers across the Commonwealth.  
Today, we are first in the Nation in student achievement, health care coverage, energy efficiency, veterans’ services, economic competitiveness, venture funding, entrepreneurial activity, and much more.  We are modernizing our roads, rails, bridges, housing and adding more than 2 million more square feet of laboratory space to the more than 18 million square feet we have already.  And we are doing it responsibly, with balanced budgets and achieving the highest bond rating in Commonwealth history.

We are proud of what we have accomplished, but we know there is more to do to further our position in the global economy.  We are here in France because we see an opportunity to strengthen and grow the relationship between Massachusetts and the world.  Collaborating across our governments and the private and academic sectors is how both Massachusetts and France will effectively compete in the global economy.  And it’s how we will mutually benefit from our leadership in the innovation economy.

We have been in France for two days, and we have already accomplished much.  Yesterday in Lyon we met with business leaders in the French innovation economy sectors to explore opportunities for collaboration, job creation and expansion between Massachusetts and France and toured Lyon’s growing Innovation District.  And later today we will make two announcements relative to partnerships and job creation in France’s and Massachusetts innovation economies.  This is government moving at the speed of business, and I am proud of where we’re going.
As we strengthen our partnership to compete for jobs in the global economy, I want to stress that this trip is not about Massachusetts taking jobs from France.  It is about creating opportunities for both our economies.  We know that Massachusetts cannot go it alone.  Just as France cannot go it alone.  But working together, we can both become stronger.  

We’re not just in it for Massachusetts; we’re in it for the world.  So, today we celebrate our growing, global partnership and I look forward to our continued success.
Je vous remercie de m'avoir (Thank you for having me.)
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