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Thank you very much [thank yous]
To all of you who are participating in Boys State, I’m very glad to be with you, if only for a minute of conversation, and I hope that’s what we can have.  I understand we might have time for some Q&A. Is that right? 

What’d you say? [inaudible response] [laughter]  Alright, then I’ll keep this short. See ya, good luck! [laughter]  

Seriously, it’s an honor and a valuable experience that each of you had as a result of your election to Boys State – one that makes possible all kinds of achievements.  I know that Larry has told you stories, and I just heard him tell you another, about all different examples that have gone on before your own.  About the achievements that are made possible because of your willingness through this program to raise your expectations of yourselves. 

There’s a famous member, of course, and a famous photograph, of a Bill Clinton at about your age, which I’m sure you’ve heard about, shaking hands with President Kennedy at Boys Nation in DC and I hope you will see in that picture your own potential, your own sense of what’s possible.  
By earning a spot here, you’ve opened a path towards a number of new opportunities.  And you are going to walk away from here with a perspective that will be a valuable guide for you in the years to come.  
And I am proud of all of you, each and every one of you, for taking part in that.  And delighted, and heartened to see that at your age you are taking an interest in engaged, and active citizenship, and seeing your stake in the communities around you, as well as your own.
With everything that you learn and experience here about procedure and policy, I do want you to remember that government is not just about a list of programs, and a list of policies, or how we allocate ever more-increasingly scarce tax dollars.  Government at its best has go to be about the best of who we are and the best of what we have.  It has to be about governing for the long term.  Not just tomorrow’s headlines, but what future we help build for you.  What sense of possibility we open up for you.  And that may not be necessarily down to the political benefit of any of the best leaders I office today, but that’s what lasts.  That’s what lasts.  And that’s what I think the best of government ought to be about.  
Some of you know I grew up on the South Side of Chicago.  Anybody here been to Chicago?  Anybody here been to the South Side of Chicago?  You know what I’m talking about.  The South Side of Chicago is generally not thought of as a garden spot.  As somebody said, it’s a place where you can live but most people wouldn’t be caught dead.  

In those days it was a place of want, of limited hope, of gang activity.  My mother and my sister and I shared a two-bedroom tenement apartment with my grandparents.  And so my mother and my sister and I had one of those bedrooms and a set of bunk beds, so you’d go from the top bunk, to the bottom bunk, to the floor, every third night on the floor.  
For all of the things we didn’t have of a material nature, one thing we did have was a very strong sense of community.  ‘Cause that was a time when every child was under the jurisdiction of every single adult on the block.  Every single one. So if you messed up down the street in front of Ms. Jones, she would straighten you out as if you were hers.  And then follow it up at home so you got it two times.
The point is that the adults taught us to understand that they had a stake in us, and that part of being a community meant understanding the stake that each of us has in each other.  That is an intact community.
And that sense of community, it seems to me, is what we have to be about rebuilding, in every neighborhood in the Commonwealth, in our Commonwealth at large, and frankly, in this nation.

The understanding that what we do and what we are about is connected to others, that we have a stake not just in our own dreams, and our own struggles, but in our neighbors as well.  And rekniting that sense of community, not that government is about solving every problem in every person’s life, but that government is about helping people help themselves.  Reflecting the best of who we are and what we have, and that understanding of community, that is what we must be about right now, for our present and your future.  

And that above all is what I hope you will take away from your experience here at Boys State.  I’m looking forward to the conversation and thank you very much for having me.  Thank you.
Question: You talked a lot about governing for the future.  Where do you see the Commonwealth in 10, 20 years?

Answer: Mike, don’t you live next door to me?  We didn’t pay him for this, I promise.  I think the Commonwealth in 10 years depends on the decisions we make right now.  This is my point: you if we don’t… we’re the only state in the Union right now to be losing population, most of them young and well educated—a very important part of our future walking right out the door.  They leave for one well documented reason, which has to do with the high cost of housing.  They leave for another, less well documented reason that I hear a lot about when I’m talking to people, and that’s how hard it is to break in.  Not necessarily to get a job, but to feel included, to be a part of a community and a sense of connection.  We have to deal with that.  
We have to deal with making affordable housing opportunities and job opportunities available, which is why, among other things, for example, we have proposed a 10-year $1 billion investment in the life-sciences industry, which has huge potential here for us—both from a healing and an economic point of view.  
It’s another reason why we have been driving this whole move toward clean energy technology, for environmental reasons, but also because there are lots of great jobs and great wages that we can create in every community in the Commonwealth.  

It’s another reason why we’ve proposed what we call the Readiness Project, which is I hope a transformation in the way we think about and de (stopped transcribing at time 8:26 on BoysState.6.13.07.wma)
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