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Congratulations on 40th year of Walk for Hunger
I thank all of you for coming together today and for all of the work that is yet to come:  the fundraising and the Walk for Hunger and all of the other efforts to ultimately end hunger in Massachusetts.

I have a very deep gratitude for your work.  As many of you know, I grew up on the South Side of Chicago in the 1950s and 60s, a life of want, of deeply segregated and ill equipped schools, of gang violence, and limited hope.

My mother and sister and I shared a two bedroom apartment with my grandparents.  We slept on a set of bunk beds so you went from the top bunk to the bottom bunk to the floor, every third night on the floor.

My mother was a tough, creative woman.  She worked hard to provide for us.  But creativity only extends so far and although she did her best, sometimes it wasn’t enough.    
I remember what it felt like to go to bed hungry. And I know how much it still means to me now to know that my family never has to go without.  I know those truths in a fundamental way.
But I also know that for everything that we didn’t have of a material nature in Chicago, what we did have was an equally important sense of community.  And I remember other times when our friends and neighbors would step up to help provide for us, and make sure we had enough.
That sense of community – seeing the stake that we have in each others dreams and each others struggles as well our own – is vital to everything we hope to accomplish.  

Our needs right now call for this common cause.  Economic forces are driving up the costs of food – as well as costs for fuel and health care.  These forces put even greater burdens on those whom are already struggling.  Today in Massachusetts we have over 600,000 people living below the poverty line.  And almost one-third of these individuals are children.    
Feeding our children has lifetime benefits in health outcomes, education and social development.  And adequate adult nutrition allows folks to contribute more fully in our workforce and economy, and become contributing members of a community.  This is not just the right thing to do, or even what might be cynically referred to as a “handout.”  This is something we must do.  We are investing in our current and future success.  
In that spirit, we have been working to expand outreach to food stamps and other vital services.  In 2005, a little over half of the eligible families in Massachusetts were taking advantage of our food stamps program.  
Through the effort of our satellite offices, web-based application, streamlined certification, and coordination among state agencies, we have reached more working families, more elders and more people with disabilities and are processing applications and issuing benefits more quickly to people throughout the Commonwealth.  Since December of 2006, we have helped 18,000 new families receive food stamp benefits.  
Last year, our Legislature created a commission to recommend a practical strategy to end homelessness. The Commission has delivered, and my budget proposal for the coming year funds their recommendations in full, setting us on a course to end homelessness in Massachusetts once and for all.
We have initiated efforts for broad-based expansion of economic opportunities, including investments and partnerships in areas where hunger and poverty are the most pervasive.  And later this week I will help convene our first-ever Hunger Summit, bringing together a wide-variety of active and concerned individuals and organizations to discuss how we can best move forward in our efforts, whether small or comprehensive initiatives.

I am grateful for your help in this effort.  We are showing those in need that we see our stake in their success, and that together we can foster the sense of community that we need to be successful and move Massachusetts forward.  
If I may, I’d also like to take a moment to encourage you to come to the State House.  If you haven’t already, go to www.mass.gov/budget and familiarize yourself with our budget proposal.  Then go knock on your legislator’s door to make sure that your voice is heard, and your cause supported.  
I ask for your help – as you have no doubt heard, I am an impatient governor.  And I need your help.  So please share your ideas and insights - your help is encouraged and appreciated.
Thank you once again for all of your hard work.  I wish you all the best of luck in your walk and fundraising efforts.  I’m honored to be here today – thank you for allowing me to take part in this extraordinary event.  

PAGE  
1

