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Good afternoon and thank you for being here.  As the federal government prepares the next wave of recovery funding for Race to the Top and other stimulus funding, one of the priorities is “recruiting, developing, rewarding, and retaining effective teachers and principals, especially where they are needed most.”  Well, here in Massachusetts, that has always been our priority.  Our educators built this state’s international reputation for educational excellence.  They helped Massachusetts students score first on national achievement tests in each of the last three years and in the top ten on international math and science measures.  And they will drive us forward to the next phase of meaningful education reform in our Commonwealth.  Readiness Centers are all about helping them do it.

I came up here today to celebrate education and to applaud our regional partners who share our vision of education as a lifelong pursuit.  Each of us can look back on our schooling and find a teacher who opened our mind to a fresh idea that shook our intellectual foundation.  We each have vivid memories of an educator who guided us down a breathtaking path of discovery.  Some of those teachers are still in the classroom today, continuing to ignite a fire in the minds of young people. 


I guarantee you that those teachers have evolved with time.  They have learned new strategies and developed new skills.  They have embraced a changing world and changing students, adapting to new guidelines and research.  And the best of them are sharing everything they learn with their colleagues, letting the best ideas spill over into classrooms around the block and around the country.  
That is the spirit of our Readiness Centers.  These centers will give 21st century educators unprecedented resources and professional development opportunities so that teachers can continue to improve and make learning come alive for the next generation of students.  By shedding new light on the best practices in the classroom, our collaborative efforts will give our children new opportunities and new skills for success in an increasingly global economy.  
The regional partners here are already bringing their creative ideas and new strategies to the table, and I thank them for their efforts.  From pre-k through higher education, I am impressed by how many people are eager to be involved in this process and how many fresh ideas they have.  Everyone comes to this discussion with the attitude that getting this right is the best thing we can do for our Commonwealth. 
In July, the Executive Office of Education issued a Request for Responses to establish Readiness Centers.  Applicants were instructed to work together to propose one Readiness Center per region.  We had a robust response, with a proposal for each of the six regions, with approximately 35 public and private colleges and universities, educational collaboratives, workforce investment boards, and educational associations participating.  The appetite for this type of innovative thinking is strong, and I am looking forward to working with you all to build on this initial success.  
And we will do it together.  Why shouldn’t an ESL teacher in Lynn share her successful techniques with her counterpart in Peabody?  Why wouldn’t high school biology teachers work with biologists on college campuses to make sure students have the tools they need for success at the next level?  Why can’t neighboring districts swap notes on the best way to deliver special education services?  That is the type of collaboration that will flourish at these Readiness Centers.  It is a very exciting and innovative approach to lasting, meaningful education reform in our Commonwealth.  
But it is impossible without the partnership of teachers, administrators, parents, students and other stakeholders.  The gift of education is the single most important legacy we can pass on to our children, and we all have an important role in constructing that model.  Today we celebrate the latest step on our path to excellence in Massachusetts, but there remains a lot of work to be done.  Let’s get to it.  Thank you all for your hard work and your commitment.    
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