The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

[image: image1.jpg]



A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas In a poem by John Boyle O’Reilly, Crispus Attucks was “The first to defy, and the first to die”  two hundred and thirty-seven years ago in the Boston Massacre; and 
W

hereas A slave from Framingham, Attucks left his owners to become a sailor on a whaling vessel; and 
W

hereas Inspired by the murder of a boy by British soldiers, Attucks realized the colonists craved freedom from British rule as much as he had wanted freedom from his owners. He became active in the cause for liberty; and 
W

hereas Today, we remember Crispus Attucks and those who died during the Boston Massacre. Their courage reminds us of the cost of freedom, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim March 5th, 2007, to be
Crispus Attucks Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-seventh day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirtieth.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

