TALKING POINTS 

ALS Awareness Day
6-7-07
· Thank you all for coming, and for asking me to join you.  I want to thank Treasurer Cahill, Governor Dukakis, and Mayor Phelan.  I also want to say thank you to the dedicated and passionate people at the Angel Fund.
· We know that the challenges of ALS – the emotional and physical issues this disease presents, and the financial pressure that comes with it – are extraordinarily daunting.  They often require the support of an entire community if they are to be overcome.  I want to thank all of you for being here as part of that community. 
· We at the state level want to join you.  We have been working to gather information on the distribution of ALS in our Commonwealth, and find out what we can do to help people affected by this disease.  We have spoken with ALS patients, their family members and caregivers, doctors, service agencies and other experts to determine the best ways for us to meet their needs.  
· Right now we have just over 200 individuals registered with the ALS Association of Massachusetts.  But we estimate that there are somewhere between 300 and 600 people with ALS in the Commonwealth.  That is why raising awareness with events like todays is so important.
· So we face many challenges.  But we also have great hope.  
· Right now, developments in stem cell research at Harvard are shedding light on the mechanisms of neural degeneration and exploring possible treatments.  
· The ALS Therapy Development Foundation in Cambridge is working across multiple disciplines to develop new therapies for ALS patients.  
· And at UMass Medical School in Worcester, Nobel Prize winning scientist Craig Mello is using the RNAi gene silencing techniques he pioneered to determine if and what the genetic links to ALS are, and is putting that knowledge to work on developing treatments.
· To help these and other developments, we recently announced a $1 billion, 10-year Life Sciences Initiative for Massachusetts.  Through broad partnerships between higher education, private industry, and government, we hope to accelerate our global leadership in the life sciences, create the largest stem cell bank in the world, and help support innovations that could bring cures to millions.  
· Just last week we also announced the Massachusetts Readiness Project, a comprehensive reform of our public education system.  The Readiness Project will focus on better preparation from before kindergarten all the way through higher education, and help us build a foundation of talent that will help generate more and better progress against this disease and others.
· And we have an ongoing effort to fulfill the promise of our health care reform.  We are working hard to ensure that every person in Massachusetts has medical coverage.  No one should face the extraordinary financial demands of this disease, or any other, without that.
· These are just some of the things happening here in Massachusetts to help move forward in the struggle against ALS.  I thank all of you for your contributions, for your compassion and concern, and for giving all of us a renewed reason to hope.  I look forward to working with you in the days to come. 
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