Health Care 

Implementation of Health Care Law (2007-2013)
Timeline
· May 1, 2007: Commonwealth Health Insurance Connector Authority begins to offer Commonwealth Care for under $200 (pg 43, 2007)
· December 5, 2007: Estimated that more than 300,000 Massachusetts residents will have signed up for health insurance in the year and a half since reform became law (pg 292, 2007)
· August 28, 2008: U.S. Census Bureau finds that Massachusetts has the lowest rate of uninsured residents in the nation (pg 270, 2008)
· September 30, 2008: Federal government renews Medicare waiver in $21.2 billion agreement (http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/pressreleases/2008/medicade-waiver.html) 
· Speech: http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/speeches/termonespeech/093008-medicaid-waiver-passed.html 
· April 15, 2010: Governor Patrick announces that John Kingsdale will step down as head of the Executive Director of the Connector Authority. Glen Shor will take his place (pg 222, 2010)
· December 13, 2010: Over 98 percent of Massachusetts’ residents have health insurance, only 1.9 percent of state residents remain uninsured (pg 699, 2010)
· Find report: Health Insurance Coverage in Massachusetts: Results from the 2008-2010 Massachusetts Health Insurance Surveys
· April 13, 2011: Bids for Commonwealth Care in 2012 expected to save $80 million, allowing state funding to remain level, even as enrollment is projected to grow by 11 percent (pg 122, 2011)
· December 20, 2011: Governor Patrick announces new $26.75 billion Medcaid waiver agreement (pg 534, 2011)
· April 11, 2012: Massachusetts celebrates six years of health care reform (pg 67, 2012)
· Speech: http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/speeches/04112012-celebrating-health-care-reform-in-massachusetts.html 

Results
· 98.1% of Massachusetts’ residents have health insurance, the highest rate in the country and far exceeding the national average of 83.7%[footnoteRef:1]. Around 440,000 people are newly insured since 2006, including 99.8% of children[footnoteRef:2] and 99.6% of seniors[footnoteRef:3]. [1:  Health Reform in Massachusetts: Assessing the Results (9)]  [2:  Strategic Plan In Brief (3)]  [3:  10 Facts ] 

· Low-income residents have demonstrated the most dramatic income-related gains in coverage under health reform. Additionally, racial and ethnic disparities in access to and use of care have decreased significantly since reform[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  Health Reform in Massachusetts: Assessing the Results (11, 23)] 

· Universal coverage has required about 1% more of our state budget in state spending.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Governor Patrick’s Prepared Testimony To Congress on Impact of Health Care Reform ] 

· The percentage of businesses offering insurance to their employees has increased from 70% in 2005 to 77% in 2010. Additionally, since reform, the percent of Massachusetts’ working age adults with employer-sponsored coverage has grown[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  Health Reform in Massachusetts: Assessing the Results (17, 20)] 

· As of 2008, 92% of Massachusetts residents say they have access to someone they consider a primary care provider. Additionally, only 5% of residents said that there was a time in the past year that they needed medical care, treatment or tests that they did not receive[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  Health Reform Facts and Figures (4)] 

· 99% of tax filers required to file information on their health insurance status complied with the filing requirement[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  Health Reform in Massachusetts: Assessing the Results (13)] 

· Under reform, unmet needs due to cost fell between 30 and 40 percent among low-income residents and residents with chronic health conditions[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  Health Reform in Massachusetts: Assessing the Results (25)] 

· 66% of adults in Massachusetts support health reform and 52% of employers believe that reform has been good for Massachusetts. 75% of physicians believe reform should be continued and 88% believe reform improved, or did not affect, care or quality of care.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Health Reform in Massachusetts: Assessing the Results (32, 34, & 35)] 

· Since the inception of the program in 2006, the average annual rate of increase in the capitation rate per covered person has been less than 2%[footnoteRef:11]. [11:  Health Reform Facts and Figures (4)] 

· In 2005, Massachusetts paid over $700 million for health care for the uninsured and underinsured. In 2011, Massachusetts spent $405 million—savings of almost $300 million.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Governor Patrick’s Prepared Testimony To Congress on Impact of Health Care Reform] 


Cost-Containment
Timeline
· August 10, 2008: Governor Patrick signs “An Act to Promote Cost Containment, Transparency and Efficiency in the Delivery of Quality Health Care” (pg 246, 2008)
· FIND TEXT OF LAW
· August 5, 2009: Governor Patrick announced that since the enactment of the Municipal Partnership Act in July 2007, 17 municipalities, six school districts and three planning councils/commissions/development districts have joined the state Group Insurance Commission, resulting in savings of millions of dollars annually in health insurance costs (pg 238, 2009)
· October 20, 2009: Governor Patrick unveils key recommendations aimed at reducing health care costs for small employers (pg 364, 2009)
· This press release has some of the recommendations, add to results section?
· February 10, 2010: Governor Patrick files legislation to help small businesses create jobs, includes provisions to lower health care costs for small businesses (pg 92, 2010)
· From press release: “Under existing authority, the Governor is directing the Commissioner of Insurance to immediately file an emergency regulation requiring health insurance companies to file proposed changes is small business premiums with the Division of Insurance in advance of their taking effect so the Commissioner can review and disapprove rates that are excessive or unreasonable in relation to the benefit provided.”
· Speech: http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/speeches/termonespeech/021010-small-business-jobs-bill.html
· March 10, 2010: Governor Patrick testifies before the Joint Committees on Health Care Financing, and Community Development and Small Business on the health care provisions of his Jobs Bill (pg 163, 2010)
· Testimony: http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/speeches/termonespeech/031010-small-business-jobs-bill-testimony.html
· April 1, 2010: Governor Patrick announces that the Commissioner of Insurance disapproved 235 of 274 proposed base rate increases for small businesses submitted by insurance companies (pg 200, 2010)
· August 10, 2010: Governor Patrick signs legislation to reduce health care costs for small businesses (pg 429, 2010)
· PRESS RELEASE HAS GOOD STATS ON WHAT THIS BILL DOES
· FIND TEXT OF BILL
· February 17, 2011: Governor Patrick proposes comprehensive health care cost-containment legislation (pg 41, 2011)
· April 5, 2011: Governor Patrick holds information session on new health care cost-containment law at the State House (pg 115, 2011)
· Speech: http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/speeches/110405-health-care-reform-forum.html
· May 16, 2011: Governor Patrick testifies in front of the Joint Committee [on Health Care Financing?] on behalf of his health care cost-containment legislation
· http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/speeches/051611-testimony-on-behalf-of-health-care.html 
· July 12, 2011: Governor Patrick signs “An Act Relative To Municipal Health Insurance,” to help towns and municipalities lower health care costs
· http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/pressreleases/2011/municipal-health-care-reform-signed.html
· some stats in the PR
· link to the pdf of the bill in the PR
· speech: http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/speeches/071211-municipal-health-care-reform-bill-signing.html
· May 15, 2012: Governor Patrick speaks on health care cost containment in an address to the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce
· http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/speeches/20120514-boston-chamber-of-commerce.html
· There is so much here; what the gov wants out of reform, the proposals, principles he stands by, summaries of past accomplishments. This is definitely an important speech.
· August 6, 2012: Governor Patrick signs the landmark health care cost containment bill, “An Act Improving the Quality of Health Care and Reducing Costs Through Increased Transparency, Efficiency and Innovation” (Pg 202, 2012)
· Speech: http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/speeches/20120806-health-care-bill-signing-remarks.html 
· Stats in PR
· October 10, 2012: Administration hosts first informational forum on implementation of health care cost containment law (pg 322, 2012)
· October 18, 2012: Governor Patrick speaks to the Massachusetts Medical Society Leadership Forum about the current state of health care in Massachusetts
· http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/speeches/20121018-medical-society-leadership-forum-remarks.html
· [bookmark: _GoBack]November 5, 2012: Health care cost containment law is implemented(?????????)

Results
· 














NEXT STEP IS ADDING IN CHRONOLOGY? GOING THROUGH PRESS RELEASES AND ADDING THINGS AND MAKING A TIMELINE? MIGHT HAVE TO SPLIT UP THE DIFFERENT HEALTHCARE SECTIONS. ALSO ADDING ACCOMPLISHMENTS THAT ARE NOT STATISTICAL? (EX: CREATED HEALTH CARE CONNECTOR, CREATED GIC, ETC)

Chronology of Major Events
· Implementation of Health Care Law (2007-2013)
· Cost Containment
· Cost containment law
· Connector 2.0 and becoming aligned with ACA
· Check the reports for more on this
· 2013
· Pg 32—THIS PRESS RELEASE
· http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/pressreleases/2013/governor-patrick-signs-fiscal-year-2014-budget.html 
· ROY STUFF/Miscellaneous 
· Student health care?
· Mental health
· Child mental health act

· August 31, 2009: Governor Patrick announces plan to provide comprehensive health insurance to Massachusetts “legal” (w/c, “documented”?) immigrants (pg 279, 2009)
· April 5, 2010: Governor Patrick announces improvements to health insurance benefits for 11,000 community and state college students (pg 208, 2010)—find report???
· April 13, 2010: Governor Patrick announces the expansion of health plan options across 24 public college campuses (pg 219, 2010)—find speech???
· April 13, 2011: Gov Patrick speaking at CAP about the success of MA health reform—can’t find the speech but seems important, find it if you can. Email CAP?
· March 1, 2011: prepared testimony to Congress on the impact of Health Care Reform (http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/speeches/030111-prepared-testimony-to-congress-on-the.html) 
· June 23, 2011: Testimony to Senate Finance Committee on Health Entitlement Reform (http://www.mass.gov/governor/pressoffice/speeches/062311-testimony-before-senate-finance.html) 
· June 26, 2011: Remarks on the SCOTUS ACA decision (Pg 125, 2012)
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