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SWEARING IN

· We have all seen, in recent years, the growing number of guns and incidents of violence in communities across the Commonwealth.  And we have been working hard, through my office and the office of Public Safety, in partnership with community groups, clergy members, schools and local officials to keep our streets safe and our communities strong.

· We are getting tough, with stronger measures to get guns off the streets and punish those people who put them there, and we are getting smart, with better economic and social opportunities that will head off violence before it happens.

· Along the way we have had the strong support and leadership from Mayor Menino, the Speaker, and the Senate President who have recognized the needs and the urgency with which we address those needs.  I thank each of them for that commitment.

· And I want today to thank and congratulate our officers here who have decided to transfer to the Boston force.  You have come here from the South Coast, from MetroWest and the Merrimack Valley, as well as cities and towns across the Greater Boston area, to help meet the needs of this community.  I am proud to welcome you all to the Boston Police Department.

· This is an essential first step in putting more and better-trained police officers in our communities.  We can expand enforcement efforts, increase saturation patrols and target hot spots, suppress gang activity and remove impact players from the streets.  But we can also go beyond crackdowns, and have more extensive community policing and stronger connections between our officers and the neighborhoods they protect and serve. 
· I thank you all for accepting this call to duty, and joining us in our efforts.  I am glad to have you here.

PRESS AVAIL
· We have all seen, in recent years, the growing number of guns and incidents of violence in communities across our Commonwealth.  And we have been working hard, through my office and the office of Public Safety, in partnership with community groups, clergy members, schools and local officials to keep our streets safe and our communities strong.

· We are getting tough, with stronger measures to get guns off the streets and punish those people who put them there, and we are getting smart, with better economic and social opportunities that will head off violence before it happens.

· I filed in May a supplemental budget appropriation to make available $15 million to help cities and towns meet their particular challenges and achieve both of those important goals.

· I want to thank everyone here for the support and the leadership they have shown, in particular Mayor Menino, the Speaker, and the Senate President for helping us to get this money to communities that urgently need it.

· This funding included $11 million for the Senator Charles E. Shannon Community Safety Initiative – so called “Shannon Grants” – to help communities confront gang activity, as well as $4 million for new police officers and police training. 

· Today, we see the first impact of these funds as Boston PD puts 55 more officers on the streets.  These officers have come from the South Coast, from MetroWest and the Merrimack Valley, as well as from cities and towns across the Greater Boston area to help meet the needs of this community.  I am proud to welcome each of them to the Boston Police Department.
· This is an essential first step in putting more and better-trained police officers in our communities.  We can expand enforcement efforts, increase saturation patrols and target hot spots, suppress gang activity and remove impact players from the streets.  
· But we can also go beyond crackdowns, and have more extensive community policing and stronger connections between our officers and the neighborhoods they protect and serve. 

· New officers combined with Shannon money is the right approach to help communities deal with the gun and gang violence, particularly here in Boston, where the mayor has led a continuous effort to enhance community policing and give our at-risk young people better opportunities.  

· We are working hard, in statewide partnerships to get tough and get smart, and secure the safety of our communities.  I am glad to have the leadership of those who have joined us today, and the commitments of those officers who have answered a call to duty and come to Boston.  I thank you and look forward to working with all of you.
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