Massachusetts State Historical Records Advisory Board (MA SHRAB)

Meeting

Date: March 13, 2013

Time: 10:00 am to 11:30 am

Location: Massachusetts Library System

225 Cedar Hill Street #229

Marlborough, MA  01752

In Attendance: : Dr. Jack Warner (Coordinator), Elizabeth Bouvier, Vicky Kruckeberg, Penni Martorell, Veronica Martzahl (Deputy Coordinator and Secretary), Dan McCormack, Kaari Mai Tari, Gregor Trinkaus-Randall
Absent: Cliff McCarthy, Pam Peterson

Call to Order

Jack Warner called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.

Grant synopses from the Ernst Mayr Library

Jack introduced two grant synopses submitted by the Ernst Mayr Library at Harvard University to the group and stated that he had conducted an initial conversation with Connie Rinaldo at the Library. The group discussed the documents and provided Jack with feedback to relay back to the organization.

Grant Workshops

Veronica Martzahl reported on the registration levels for the two upcoming workshops. There are currently only four people registered for the Wisteriahurst event on March 26, 2013 and 10 registrants for the Lakeville event on April 9, 2013. The group agreed to conduct a second round of outreach to try and increase attendance. Veronica will send out a flyer with pertinent information that can be used for this outreach.

In addition to Penni Martorell, who is hosting, Jack and Veronica will represent the SHRAB at the Wisteriahurst workshop. Dan McCormack and Veronica will represent the SHRAB at the Lakeville workshop.

Forum

Penni has made initial outreach to the Conference Facilities at U-Mass, Amherst. They quoted $500 for use of the room. Penni will explore the possibility of having the fee waived if Rob Cox of the U-Mass, Amherst Archives reserves the room. Additionally, Jack will provide the group with a summary of our current financial status for this grant so we can determine what fees could possibility be paid. There is a cafeteria available in the Student Union Center, so there would be options for food if we can’t afford to pay for lunch.

Regardless of location, the group agreed that it was important to set the date so that a “Save the Date” announcement could go out. Monday, June 17, 2013 was selected. 

The group brainstormed program ideas and composed a brief list of speakers and topics.

Current Roving Archivist Status

The surveys by Inlook Group are completed and all three reports have been distributed to the full SHRAB. Veronica will confirm with Joan Krizack that all three of her surveys are completed and will request copies of the two reports that are not yet received. Rachel Onuf has only conducted one survey so far. Veronica has a copy of this report and will forward it to the group. She will also follow up with Rachel to ensure that she knows that all activities need to be completed by June 30, 2013.

The group discussed the need for a follow up survey with institutions to gage their response to the reports and to document what changes they have been able to implement as a result of the Roving Archivist activities.

New Roving Archivist Job Description

The group reviewed the Roving Archivist job description and made final edits. Veronica will send it to the group for last review and it will be posted next week. Applications will be due on April 30, 2013 with review at the May SHRAB meeting. The position will start July 8, 2013.

Veronica will post the job description to the NEA listserv, contact BJ Larson at MEMA about publicizing it through their outlets, and contact Shawn Williams to see if it need to go up in the state system. She will also bring copies for the NEA Spring Conference next week.

By-laws

The group engaged in extensive discussion of the current draft of the by-laws. Gregor Trinkaus-Randall will incorporate current changes and send out a next draft. Veronica will contact Shawn and Mike Pagones about term lengths. 

CoSA Town Hall

Gregor, Penni, Dan and Veronica attended the virtual CoSA Town Hall on February 28, 2013. The group discussed their impressions. Additional follow up with the Illinois SHRAB would be helpful in tems of a database of institutions and basic archives information trainings.

Massachusetts Humanities Conference

On June 3, 2013, Veronica will be giving a workshop on basic digital preservation at the Mass Humanities Conference at Holy Cross in Worcester. The SHRAB will also have an informational table at the event and Patti volunteered to help staff it.

Next Meeting

May 8, 2013

10:00 am

Massachusetts State Archives

