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Good morning and thank you for having me here.  I’ve got to say, it is nice to be in a room where there is still a faint trace of economic optimism and a belief that things will be ok.  I know that the headlines weigh heavy on all our minds right now, and from board rooms to living rooms, families and workers across Massachusetts are nervous.  But I know that this is a crowd that understands that all economies are cyclical.  They always have been, and we will cycle out of this downturn.  The question that is hanging in front of all of us, from the small business owner to government officials to venture capitalists is, “Will we be ready to ride that upswing, or will we be left behind?”


Well, I know what I believe.  We are working tirelessly in state government to reach into every corner of the Commonwealth to discover every opportunity, to seize every chance for growth, to unearth every efficiency we can to help move Massachusetts forward.  We are partnering with the private sector as appropriate, and I think you know that we are working closely with our new friends in Washington to make sure that Massachusetts shares in any federal projects that might be coming along.


Technology--on so many levels--is a key part of creating that engine for economic growth.  Clean energy technology, life sciences technology, and of course information and communication technology are helping drive the Massachusetts economy, and they will be key parts of the foundation for growth when we cycle out of our current situation.  Recently, Massachusetts was ranked first in the nation in competitiveness and first in the entrepreneurial, knowledge- and innovation-based New Economy.   Massachusetts has strength in its ideas, in its relentless pursuit of the next big change.  We have a habit of clearing intellectual hurdles, and bringing new energies and new products and services to market in a way few other states can.  We should celebrate that heritage, and continue to build on it.

We have over 300 semiconductor and electronic component companies, 170 communication equipment companies, 1,300 information technology companies, and, of course, the world’s leading research universities.  (None finer than Boston College, naturally.)  We have a work force that is well-trained and becoming better equipped moving forward to meet the demands of business in the 21st century.  We have a relative healthy venture capital environment.  And, in order to help government move at the speed of business, we are working to streamline permitting processes, clear red tape, eliminate needless delays and bothersome bureaucratic snarls while protecting the basic and reasonable guidelines that make Massachusetts such a great place to live, work and raise a family.  And above all else, we have this reservoir of human creativity, ingenuity, and energy that has always helped steer Massachusetts forward.

In the end, I think, we need to keep in mind an important lesson from the presidential campaign.  You see, a lot of people said that hope wasn’t a political strategy.  But in truth, hope is a defining force of America.  And, despite the massive uncertainty and anxiety across the nation and the state, my faith in the resiliency of the Commonwealth and her people is unshaken. As a student of history, I have always known and believed that “yes we can” is more than a political slogan. It’s an assertion of American character and custom at our best.  I look forward to working with you to keep that character alive and flourishing in the days and years ahead.

Thank you for having me. 
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