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· We are here today to take important notice of a solemn occasion.  I join all of you in honoring the memories of the hundreds of thousands lost in the Armenian Genocide, and to celebrate a rich and vital culture.  

· Though many who were touched personally by the genocide have worked so hard towards healing over these many years, we know that many still feel the wounds of that unspeakable tragedy.  On behalf of myself and the people of Massachusetts, I offer my condolences to the survivors, family, friends and community members.

· Massachusetts has for generations been the home of a thriving Armenian community.  We are here because we want all of you to know that this is your community.  And your community is with you today and everyday.  

· The recognition and commemoration of this genocide offers us an opportunity to reflect and learn from that tragedy.  The most profound lesson that we can take is how we must never overlook or stand by in the face of division, anger and violence, whether that is happening in our own communities, or across oceans, seemingly disconnected from our own lives.
· All around the world today we can see where we are called to serve, in the name of greater human understanding and peace.  
· I’m glad to join you today as we honor memories of those that were lost and the struggles of generations that came to rebuild after them by proclaiming April 24, 2008 Armenian Martyrs Day.  I have the honor of presenting this to three survivors:
· Virgine Mazmanian (Vir-sh-een  Maz-mane- ian)

· Ojen Fantazian (O-shen  Fan- taze-ian)
· Almas Boghosian (Ahlmahs  Bo-go-shian)
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