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Good afternoon.  Yesterday’s Boston Globe had a story about an employment placement agency that has seen a remarkable change.  Six months ago, the agency was calling businesses seeing if they needed any new employees.  Now, the tables have turned as economic activity slowly comes back.  Companies are calling the agency looking for workers.  That is what recovery looks like, and today’s groundbreaking is another important step on the path to revitalized economic health.  


This new 90,000 square foot Market Basket will provide a short-term shot in the arm for the local construction sector.  It will put hard working electricians, carpenters, heavy machinery experts and laborers back on the payrolls and ease the worry of their families who are struggling to make ends meet right now.  

And as the walls go up, the shelves get delivered and the refrigerators get plugged in, people in this area will apply for the 400 to 500 new jobs at this store, a good sign for the long-term health of this community.  We all know that creating jobs is the fastest path to recovery, and that is why I am so excited to be here with you today.  
New Bedford, as many of you know, is one of our dedicated Growth Districts.  We are investing in new housing, transportation and economic development projects because the whole state needs this community to succeed.  In this Commonwealth, robust growth in the days ahead is only possible if people in every part of Massachusetts have legitimate economic opportunities.  We are focused on making sure that not only is New Bedford not left behind, but that this great city helps blaze the trail to new possibilities.  

I know that the future for this jewel of the South Coast is bright.  As I walk the streets of downtown, I see new ideas and new construction taking shape right in front of me, and it is exhilarating to watch.  I want to thank Mayor Lang and the local legislative delegation for their leadership, vision and partnership in our efforts to make this vibrant city successful for decades to come.  Thank you.    
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