TALKING POINTS

Developmental Disabilities Council Legislative Reception

3-21-07

· I want to thank you all for coming here today, and for all of the extraordinary work you do on behalf of more than 200,000 children, adults and their families who are directly affected by developmental disabilities and intellectual disabilities.  You have given them and all of us renewed reason to hope.

· Your hard work has enabled people affected by these chronic, life-long diseases to participate more freely in every area of their lives, from education to employment to community living.  You have given them the opportunity for greater independence and economic self-sufficiency, and opened up a wide range of options that were never available before.  What that means is that you are making a tangible, positive change that is felt every single day in the lives of others.  Not bad for a day’s work.
· To increase that effort, our budget proposal for 2008 increases funding for Early Intervention Programs by nearly $4 million.  That will help expand access to therapy for children under three who suffer from developmental disabilities and delays like autism and give them stronger opportunities as they grow into adolescence and adulthood.  It is a good start.
· You have raised broader awareness that is crucial to forming an inclusive and richly diverse culture and community for our Commonwealth.  I am happy today to further those efforts today, through an official proclamation naming March 2007 as Developmental Disabilities and Intellectual Disabilities Awareness Month.  
· I want others to understand both the wonderful possibility of this community, and the struggle many will face to find a job or housing, or just participate in public life.  These are just some of the things we have planned to move us all forward.  I thank you so much for all of your help and support in this community and our Commonwealth.  You have seen your stake in the hopes and dreams of others and worked to help lift us all up.  Thank you so much.
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