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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas Domestic violence, which can be physical, sexual, emotional or economic abuse, does not discriminate based on gender, race, religion, or sexual orientation; and 
W

hereas According to Jane Doe, Inc., within the last year in Massachusetts, thirty-nine people were lost to domestic violence, 33,000 women, men and children received domestic violence services, and 28,076 restraining orders were filled; and 
W

hereas Hospital emergency rooms report that domestic violence as the leading cause of injury to women; and 
W

hereas Studies show that three to four million children between the ages of three to seventeen are at risk of exposure to domestic violence, a terrifying and confusing experience, especially for young children; and 
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to support survivors and promote safe and healthy relationships and communities among all Massachusetts citizens,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 2007, to be
Domestic Violence Awareness Month       
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-seventh day of September, in the year two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

