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Good evening.  Thank you for having me.  It’s good to be with you and to see a lot of familiar faces.

Over the past four years I’ve seen or heard from just about everybody in this room, I think.  At the State House, out and about in communities – advocating, sometimes rallying, generally making your presence felt.  I want to thank you for that.  Policy only matters at the point where it touches people.  So it’s enormously important that you are out, making your presence felt and making sure that I see you and hear you and have you in mind and on my heart when we are making some of the very difficult decisions we’ve had to make.  And God knows they are difficult.  

We all know this is the worst economy in living memory. For 2 years we’ve had nothing but tough choices among miserable options.  Making the decisions we have, I am mindful that behind every one of those line items is somebody’s best chance, and in some cases only chance, that there is a human being, a family, an opportunity.  Affordable housing and jobs programs are not just policy goals, but about the values we place on independence and opportunity as a Commonwealth.  Many of you here, through your advocacy, have made sure that those values remain top of my mind and I want to thank you for that.  

As a result, last year, when we have had to cut so deeply into so much of our budget to close a $9 billion dollar budget gap, the total cuts to health and human services were less than one percent.  That meant that we were able to preserve the level of spending without any reductions for such programs as clubhouse services, family rescue services, all of the Turning 22 programs, elder housing and nutrition programs, most veteran services, and childhood early intervention.  We have not done everything, but be assured, we have done everything we can. 

We have shown our commitment to home and community based support options. Our Olmstead started with your plan. When prior administrations ignored the law and you, you wrote The People’s Community First Olmstead Plan.  Because of your efforts and our partnership, Community First is now the policy of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
We are moving forward with our plans to close institutions, and this year we expect to close the Fernald Development Center as the first step in this plan. Again, thanks to you that will be done respectfully and with real choice.
Last November we convened a human services summit, where many of you came and joined with us in a broad ranging conversation about new, smarter and more collaborative ways we can work together to meet the needs of people with disabilities.  One of the early results is better integrated child care across agencies that are serving children, often with disabilities, who are caught in the confusion of multi-agency management.  
In that same spirit of collaboration, I want to ask your help to ensure that the federal FMAP funding is extended through fiscal year 2011 to help us cover MassHealth funding.  Both the Senate and House have passed it, but there is still uncertainty.  Last week, I sent a letter to the chairs of the Ways and Means Committees in the Legislature warning that if we do not receive this FMAP funding, we will be forced to cut 3.6% across the board, excepting local aid and Chapter 70.  I don’t need to tell you what this would do.  And while I remain optimistic that the Congress and the Administration will find a solution, I need you to call members of our delegation in Washington – especially Senator Brown, who is as yet undecided on this – and let them know how much we need their support for the people you serve you like you’ve let me know over the years.  

As we climb out of this global recession, funding human services is going to be a challenge for a couple more years.  I am hopeful and we will keep working on it, but it will be tough.  But let me tell you, it will be devastating if we cut the income and sales tax right now – as other candidates have proposed.
You and I pay those taxes, too, and we would like for them to go down.  You know how appealing it sounds.  But if we’re being honest with each other, doing so right now will shatter an already fragile safety net.  Its campaign season, so maybe it’s unavoidable for candidates to come and tell you can have the services you need without the taxes to pay for them.  The other candidates brag that they will cut 5,000 jobs and slash services and then get all vague about where exactly those layoffs or cuts are going to come from.  For my part, I guess, I could promise that we’re going to restore every program right away and then get all vague about where that money was going to come from.  

But you know what, it wouldn’t mean a thing, because none of that is real.  None of it.  No matter what, I will give you the respect of telling you the truth. And I give my word that I will do everything I can to help you and the people I’ve met all across the Commonwealth help yourselves.  I see them, just as I see you.  So I ask only that you continue to work with me, talk to me, not just at me and about me.  
I have shown you, even under the toughest imaginable circumstances, that for me, governing is about people.  Not about some abstract policy theory or math exercise, but about human beings trying to make their way and how we can help you help yourselves.  I want to be your partner in that spirit and I thank you for having me today. 
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